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To SUCH or 


The ELECTORS of GREAT=-BRITAIN 


AS ARE NOT 


MAKERS of CYDER and PERRY. 
S it is well underſtood that the Inha- 
bitants of the Cyder-Counties intend, in 


A the next Seſſion of Parliament, to petition 
for the Repeal of ſo much of an Act, lately paſſed, 
as lays a Duty of Exciſe on the Makers of Cyder 
and Perry, I ſhall beg leave to lay before you the 
plain, and I hope, the fair, impartial, unprgudiced 


and diſintereſted Sentiments of a Repreſentative of 


one of thoſe Counties. In the laſt Seſſion I con- 
tended againſt that Act, not ſolely for the Intereſts 


of my Conſtituents, but for your Intereſts alſy z 
foreſeeing, as I then did, the neceſſary copſe- 


quences- of thoſe Principles which I then objected 
to, and the Danger of a Precedent, which, for your 
ſakes as nell as for aur, I ſtill with had never been 


eſtabliſh'd, 
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In the laſt Seſſion I labour'd in vain, for there 
was a powerful Argument in ſupport of the Bill. 
It was argued, that there had been theſe many 
years a conſiderable Duty on Malt, which had alſo 
been lately increaſed ; that at the ſame time the 
Inhabitants of the Cyder- counties, and thoſe who 
had opportunities of buying immediately from the 
Grower, drank Cyder and Pepry, as the _— | 
for Ale and Small- beer, withobt paying any Duty at 
all. Hence it was pretended, that it was mighty juſt 
and fair that this new Duty-ſhonld be impoſed and 
paid by the Maker.—This way of reaſoning ſtruck 
many of your Repreſentatives; as well it might: 
There is ſomething very captivating in that kind of 
Argument. A Propoſal for Equality carries with it 
its own Recommendation. But when that Equality 
was to be obtained by perpetually fixing a very 
conſiderable part of the Supply of the Seſſion on 
that part of England only, where you were not in- 
tereſted, your Repreſentatives muſt have been 
doubly blind, blind to their own Intereſts as well as 
to yours, if they had not ſupported a Propofal 
ſeemingly fo advantageous to you, and by which 
you. were /o far exempted from the Burdens of 
that year. | 5 „ et 28 
This was the only Argument in ſupport of the 
Bill. Powerful it was; but give me leave to ſay, 
no argument was more fallacious; and however ſuch 
of your Repreſentatives, who voted for that Bill, 
may have really meant well to your Intereſts, yet 
I ſhall not deſpair of ſeeing you, againſt the next 
Seſſion, take up the great conſtitutional Method 
of inſtructing them, in a decent and reſpectful 
manner, that the public Intereſt is as dear to you 
as your own; and that you will not be influenced 
by a little paltry Conſideration, whether a Tax 
ſhall be laid on one Man inſtead of another, when 
| the 


4 | 
the Welfare of the Yhole is at ſtake, the Exiſtence 
of the Conſtitution and of that public Liberry which 
is the grand characteriſtic of this Nation. I ſhall 
expect to hear you tell them, as you truly may, 
that the Principles on which this Tax is ſupported 
will neceſſarily lead to introducing the Laws of 
Exciſe into the domeſtic Concerns of every private 
Family, and into every ſpecies of the produce of Land 
in the hands of the Farmer; that the Laws of Ex- 
ciſe are odious and grievous to the Dealer, but ix · 
tolerable to the private Perſon; * that the Precedent 
< is dangerous, when Men by their Birth, Educa- 
tion and Profeſſion, very diſtin from the 
Trader, become ſubjected to thoſe laws ;“ and 
that great Men have been heard to ſay, if one 
< part. of the Kingdom be exciſed, why not the 
& Other?“ 2 en C E N 

Jo cure an Inequality was the pretended intention 
of chis Bill. But is there no other Inequality of 
the ſame nature, which no attempt as yet is made 
to cure? Beſides the Duties on Malt are there not 
other Duties on Malt · liquor, Duties on Beer and Ale, 
which are paid in, the price of the Liquor by all 
thoſe whoſe ſituation lays them under the neceſſity 
of. buying it, that is to ſay, by the Inhabitants in 
general of London and Weſtminſter, and by many of 


the Inhabitants of many other great and manu- 


facturing towns? Theſe. Duties on the Liquor are 
not paid by thoſe who have opportunities of 
brewing their own Drink: by them the Mali- Duty 
andy is paid. Here then is an Inequality, Shall 
we cure it? The like Remedies, which are applied 
to our Cafe, are perfectly applicable to this. Nothing 


more is wanting, than to lay a Duty of Exciſe upon 


all the Beer and Ale, brewed in every Man's own 
Houſe for his own Le. We indeed might think that 


the Cure would be worſe than the Diſeaſe. It 


5 would 


„ 
would be inconſiſtent in us to think otherwiſe, and 
to act upon one principle in our own caſe, upon 
another in yours. But why were not the Friends 
of this Bill conſiſtent? Why did they not, at this 
#ime, complain alſo of this Inequality? Why did 
they not ow attempt to cure it? Why did they 
ſnift off a part of the Supplies of this Year to be 
provided for in the next? Why did they not now 
purſue their Plan, provide for the whole in. the 
fame Seſſion, and perfect their Grand Reformation 
in Revenue, by eſtabliſhing Equality among the 
Drinkers of all Sorts of Liquor, and ſending the Ex- 
ciſeman into every private Brewhouſe as well as into 
every Mill-houſe in the Kingdom? Why did they 
not unite us all in one common Cauſe, in one com- 
mon Intereſt, and in one common Calamity ? Why 
did they play upon us that ſtale trick of dividing 
that they might conquer, ſingling us out for the 
Sacrifice of this Day, and reſerving you for a more 
diſtant Hour, that, ſtanding by yourſelves, your 
Fall may be the more certain? | 

Do Men mean to impoſe upon you? or do 
they really think, that equal Payments create 
Equality ? Can there be nothing in the mode of laying 
and collecting a Tax, which may introduce an In- 
equality moſt eſſentially grievous? Away with 
that cant and-jargon about Equality, if the Mode of 
Collection, as well as the Amount of the Tax, be not 
equal, For are the Drinkers of Malt Liquor, and 
the Makers of Cyder and Perry on the ſame footing ? 
Do they live under the ſame Law? Do they 
enjoy the ſame free Conſtitution? Are the Drinkers 
of Malt Liquor exciſed? Are they deprived of 
Trial by Juries Are they wi/ited and ſearched in 
their own Houſes by Men unknown ? Is Magna 
Charta a dead Letter to them? Let the Sordid 
make Money the meaſure of good and evil: but 
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47 
the Ingenuous will know and will . acknowledge, 
that the Man who is leſs free than his Neighbour 
is more miſerable. Is there any thing more 
glaringly unequal than the Taxes I have juſt men- 
tioned on Malt and Malt-Liquor ? Is there any 
Inequality more eaſily cured? The Precedent is 
already ſet you, the Foundation is laid, the Prin- 
ciple is eftabliſi'd and encouraged. Copy only into 
a Beer-Act the Proviſions of the Cyder-Act, and 
the thing is done. Nothing can be more eaſy. — 
But tell me, You Elefors of Great-Britain, who are 
not Makers of der and Penn, will you, in your 
6wn caſe, admit the Doctrine? Will you adopt it? 
Will you eſtabliſh Equality, by giving Entrance 
to the Exciſeman into your private Families, with 
Powers of Search, with heavy Penalties for Neg- 
le& of Entries, Notices and the like, with un- 
intelligible and impracticable Clauſes; all Offences 
to be tried either in a ſummary way before Juſtices 
of the Peace and Commiſſioners of the Exciſe, 
without a Jury, or in a more tedious and expen- 
ſive way, before the Barons of the Exchequer, 
where your neceſſary Defence will coſt you more 
than the Penalties, and your Acquittal will entitle 
you to no Coſts? Will you ſubject yourſelves to 
theſe Laws, and then boaſt of Britiſh Liberty? 

Since then your Caſe and ours differ only in this, 
that our Misfortunes are 20 upon us, yours are 
but in proſpect, let us ſee what are theſe Pro- 
viſions, and what are our Objections. Let us 
collect them faithfully from the Law itſelf, from 
this Act of Parliament, and from the general Law 
of Exciſe which is ingrafted and incorporated into 
it. Confident I am, that, as you read them, you 
will pity us, and wiſh to relieve us. I am con- 
fident alſo, that you will go further; that you 
will look forward, as prudent Men ſhould do, to 


your 


— 
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one Part of the Kingdoni to another, keeping up 
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your own Caſe; that you will ſhudder at the Pre- 


cedent, and make uſe of every conſtitutional Me- 
thod for the common Intereſt, for our Relief, and 
your own Security: that you will not be content 
with being told, as we have been, that it was a 


haſty and an ill- conſidered. Project; but that you 


will ſee it in its true Light, a Plan for Power not 
for Revenue, an Introdufion of a Syſtem, which 
ſooner or later is to comprehend us all. 

Before I enter on the Subject, I muft apologize 
for being thus late in this Addreſs to you. I own 
that I was willing to wait as long as I poſſibly 
could, and that from the paſſing of the AF to 
the melancholy th of July, I fate ſtill, in. hopes 
that ſomething might fall from the Adminiſtration, 
expreſſive of an Taclination to have the Act re- 
pealed. I was unwilling to add fewel to the flame, 


or to contribute to a Diſcontent which is already 


but too general, I wiſhed that the Adminiſtration 


might, of its own accord, kindly and graciouſly 


have aſſumed the Merit of retraCting,. inſtead of 
pluming itſelf on an Infallibibty which was never 
yet the lot of Men. For nothing but Infallibility 
can juſtify. the Language which is now held. 
Government, ſay they, muſt be firm; it muſt not 
relax; it muſt be ſupported. And thus a new 


Dictionary is to be compiled, in which Firmneſs 


is to be defined Perſeverance in wrong Meaſures. 
But ſurely much abler Men than the ableſt in theſe 
Days, have thought it no Reflection either on their 
Wiſdom or their Courage, to correct their own 
Work, when they ſaw the Imprudence of it: and 
if the Adminiſtration ſhould even now retract, I 
am apt to think the generality of mankind will 
impute it rather to their Wiſdom than their Weak- 
neſs. Inſtead, therefore, of marching Troops from 


the 


- 
- 
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He Appearance of an inteſtine- War, and eithe 
roviding againſt imaginary Dangers, or giving 
_ ample Teſtimony. of the Unprofitableneſs of a-ſmall 
Tax, which is to be collected by a karge Proper - 
nion of a ſtanding Army, let them have the For- 
Iitude which becomes them, that rue Courage which 
enables a Man publicly to confeſs his Error, and 
to correct his own Work; and Mankind will then, 
and then only; acknowledge; that there is Firm- 
1% as well as Prudence in the Adtniniſtration. | 
Our firſt Objection is, to the Amount of the 
Duty, and the Inequality of it: The Friends of 
the Bill were told, very eatly; both publicly and 
privately, that if they perſiſted in their Intention 
of laying the Duty en ile Maker, they would 
find, befides che Objection to the u of ſeruring 
it, another »which could never be got over. If 
the Tax ſhould be laid b, it would not pay 
the Expence- of collecting. If it {ſhould be laid ; 
3 "high, the erdinary'Sorts would not bear it; th 
32 Trees would come down; the Government wou 
3 be! diſappointed of it's Tax, and we ſhould be 
7 imhured in our Eſtates. They were told, and the 
were truly told, that the ordinary Sorts are, in their 
Nature, ſo; bad, that three buſhels of Malt will 
make one hundred Gallons of Malt- Liquor of a 
much ſuperior. quality. And I find that there are 
ſeveral parts in à certain Cyder- County, which 
produce great quantities of theſe ordinary Liquors, 
where the Servants and Labourers will, in harveſt- 
time; when labouring Men can make good terms, 
drink ſuch Small- Beer only. They will not con- 
deſcend to touch a drop of Cydet or Perty. Let 
us compute: Three Buſhels of Malt will pro- 
duce one hundred Gallons of Small- Beer. The 
Malt-Duty will be 25. 3 d. the Hop-Duty may be 


wo” 
| | 
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ö EE 1d. 2, in all 23. 4d. 3. The Duty on © 

hundred Gallons of Cyder and Perry will be 65. 
Such is the Equality of this Tax! 
If I ſhould be aſked, Why do you compute 
on, and why do you argue from the ordinary 
: Sorts ? I anſwer firſt, becauſe as there is no Poſſi- 
bility of drawing the Line, and charging the dif- 
ferent Sorts with different Duties in Proportion 10 
their Goodneſs, therefore the Duty ought to be no 
higher than the ordinary Sorts will bear. Secondly, 
becauſe the ordinary Sorts are the moſt common. I 
would aſk the late, er (if it makes any Difference) 
J would ak the preſent Miniſtry, I would aſk 
their Friends; the Supporters and Champions of 
this wonderful Project, whence and from what 
Species of Drink is the great Bult of this Duty to 
ariſe? Their own Accounts, erroneoufly at firſt 
delivered from the Office, but afterwards corrected 
and explained by the Commiſſionegs on their 
Examination, tell us plainly, that /. 16000 is the 
utmaſt that can be expected from what goes into 
the Hands of the Dealer. Add, if you pleaſe, half 
as much more, which will be adding much more 
than enough, for the bettex Sorts, ſold immediately 
by the Farmer or conſumed in the Family of the 
Grower. The Amount of the Duty upon the 
better ſorts will then be 24000. which I ſup- 
poſe may be found pretty near equal to the Ex- 
pence of Collection one Year with the other. If 
ſo, the nett Produce into the Exchequer will be 
the Amount of the Duty on a Species of Drink 
far inferior to Small- Beer, but made to pay near 
Tree Times the Tax. 
But I may be aſked; if this Liquor is ſo bad, 
how comes it to be che principal part of what 
you have? And why did the —— of theſe 


Eſtates plant theſe bad. and contemptible Sorts of 
Fruit? 


* 
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Fruit? I anſwer; that many of us had ferme b iy 


another Vent for theſe ordinary Liquors; It was 
the Diſtillery. But that Vent is now entirely ſtopt. 
By an Error in the Proportions eſtabliſh'd by the 
4th of Queen Anne, the additional Duties lately 
laid on Spirituous Liquors have operated ſo un- 
equally, and fo fatally for us, that Spirits drawn 
from Cyder and Perry are charged with more 
Duty than thoſe Spirits will ſell for, except in 
thoſe Times only when diſtilling from Corn is pro» 
hibited. Yet this has been thought the” gf 
oper Seaſon for impoſing this additional Burden, 
Beſides, ordinary and contemptible as the Liquot 
was, it was. no bad thing for'the Farmer, when 
not had at too dear a rate. Clogged with A 
Duty of 4 5. per Hogſhead, Notices, Entries,' Search, 
Certificates, and Penalties, it will not be worth 
making. But free from Duty, and free from 
Exciſe, it was no bad Thing. It ſaved the EN. 
pence of buying Coal, there were no Malfer's Belts 
to interfere with a Landlord's Rent, it was wall: 
wwith tolerable Eaſe by the Farmer's Family and 
Labourers in the common Buſineſs of the Farm; 
and in plentiful Seaſons a good deal was ſold in the 
Neighbourhood to the poorer People, which helped 
to pay the Expence of making. There was, at 
the ſame Time, 30 additional Stoct required, ex- 
cept in Hogſheads only: the Mill and Utenſils, 
which were wanted for making the better Sorts, 
ſerved alfo for the worſt. They muſt indeed have 
ſtood ſtill moſt of their Time, had there been 
leſs of the ordinary Sorts. For theſe laſt have 
' this further Advantage; the Trees are hardy, they 
can ſtand againſt the Inclemencies of our Seaſons, 
and the Inequalities of our Springs: They can 
ſtand againſt any Thing but high Duties and Ex- 
CSS TOY PIES 44 5 5 Ciſes. 


Re 
The ordinary Sorts therefore gave the be 
Chance for Plenty, and the Farmer might tolerably 
well depend pen them for his Banhu in 
moſt Seaſons. 
For theſe Reaſons they make the principal Part 

= our Plantations. And from them is to be raiſed 
the principa! Barr, perhaps the. whole nel. Pro- 
duce, of this Duty. But when I ſpeak of this | 
contemptible Liquor, I give you a very inadequate 
Idea of the Drifik commonly uſed in the Families 
pf. our Farmers. 
Know then, that our F armers are 2 ee 
ſober, induſtrious ſet of Men, and that many of 
them ſell all that they can poſſibly ſpare, and ſub- 
ſiſt themſelves and their Families for the moſt 
Part upon the Waſhings. After the Juice is preſs' d 
the Fruit, they throw Water upon the dry 
exhauſted Cake, and preſs it over again, and ob- 
vaio om it their Family-Drink : Some of them 
alfo mix Watap in the Caſk with their Cyder and 
Perry; the W ater is perhaps, one-third or more 
of the Drink. Tou will ſay, that it is impoſſible 
thus could be an Object, or that it could be meant 
that this Kind of Drank ſhould be taxed at 44 per 
Hogſhęad. I tell you fairly and honeſtly, but 
reſerying #0 myſelf the Right of inſiſting upon it, 
as à capital Objefion. to — Tax itſelf, that it is 
| impoſſible to ſecure the Reyenue without taxing 
"this miſeraple Stuff. If Water mixt with the 
Fruit, or with the Juice, were to exempt the Li- 
quor, recollect yourſelves, and tell me, How 
much of the Drink will be unmix'd ? | 

But I will go further; for there is {ill worſe 
Stuff than this, that muſt pay the Tax. The 
* gf is charged as the Liquor runs from the 

ill. Some Months after, a conſiderable Part 
of it turns four 1 This has not ſufficient Strength t 


become 
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become Vinegar, but is thrown into the Wafh- 
tub, and given to the Pigs. Why ſhould there 
be no Drawback for this ſour — ; The Reaſon 
given is, „ becauſe Frauds may be committed, a 
great deal of Water may be mix d with a little 
« ſour Cyder and Perry, and the Amount of the 
* whole Duty drawn back on this Pretence.” 
Be it ſo: We are over- ruled: We muſt ſubmit— 
But what's the Conſequence ? That which really 
turns ſour, that which is fit for Pigs and Pigs — 
muſt pay a Duty of 45. per Hog ſhead. 

If then this ordinary and common Cyder and 
Perry, much inferior to Small- Beer, theſe Waſh- 
ings, this mixt Liquor, nay, if this ſour Stuff, 
this Pig-Drink are to pay the Duty; Tell me, 
was this an Object worthy of tha/ Adminiſtration 
which propoſed it? Was it for thoſe who reſtored 
Peace to their Bleeding and exhauſted Country, who 
at the ſame Time made Peace for the King of Ber. 
tugal, and gave Tranquility, not to Europe only, 
but 70 every Quarter. of the World, was it for them, 
I fay, to dip at once from the great Height in 
which they ſoared, and pour forth their Reſent- 
ment againſt Cyder and Perry, much worſe than 
Small-Beer, and againſt Waſhings, Apple-Drink, 
and the like, ten Times worſe than that Cyder 
and Perry? Was it for them to turn a deaf Ear 
to the no/ unfriendlyRepreſentations of thoſe, who 
as their Friends, the patient, tame, obliging, 
% ſupporting, bearing, and forbearing Country 
<« Gentlemen,” were worthy of ſome Reoatd; but 
who were ſtill the more worthy of it as the Repre- 
ſentatives of Counties and Places very reſpectable 
and very independent. Was it for great Miniſters 
as theſe are, to retire to their Cloſets, lock them- 
ſelves up with Clerks in Office, with an Exciſeman 
fron n and a Man who had been a Diſtiller, 


and 
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and then ſally forth thus informed, thus inſtructed, 
and thus encouraged, with a Sic volo, ſic jubeo, 
Kat pro ratione voluntas,.” PUG ON 

+ Look to it, you Men of Derbyſhire, you Men of 
Lancaſhire, and you Men of North Britain; look 
to it, whoever content yourſelves with any con- 
temptible Beverage not yet exciſed; the Doctrine is 
tid down, it has received the Sanction of Par- 
liamentz that Drink of whatever Sort, however 
contemptible in it's Nature, ſhall be exciſed for 
the Sake of Equality. Though carefully and fru- 
gally you preſerve in Caſks your Mey and vour 
Butter-milk, which more extravagant, more happy, 
and more luxurious Farmers throw into their 
Waſh-tubs, yet know, that upon the fame Prin- 
ciple which exciſes as in this Year, you muſt be 
exciſed in the next. W did ęſcape the Duties on 
Malt-liquor, Merefore our Cyder and Perry are 
now exciſed z you eſcape them ſtill ; therefore your 
Whey and your Butter-milk muſt be exciſed 
their Turn. From the ſame Principles draw the 
fame Conſequences, 'from the ſame Cauſes expect 
the ſame Effects. I call upon any Man to lay 
down the Diſtinction, why we were to be exciſed 
in this Year, and you to eſcape in the next. _ 
Nothing can be more true, than that Taxes - 
ought to be laid ad valorem. What a Man has, 
and what he conſumes, ought to pay its Tax in Pro- 
portion to its Value: Thus the Law ſays, and it 
1s the Intention of the Law, that the Land-tax 
thall be charged with Equality and Tndifference, 
and that all parochial Rates ſhall be egual. What 
if the Charge were laid by the Acre? Would it be 
reaſonable, that one Acre worth 303. and another 
not worth 2 5, ſhould each of them pay the Tame 
Tax? What if ſome Gentlemen were'gratified in 
their Deſire of laying an Exciſe on Meat! would it 


(2s) 
be reaſonable that the Poor, for Shins of Beef and 
other eoarſe Parts, ſhould pay the ſame Duty . a» 
the Rich, for what ſupplies their luxurious Tables? 
This Accuracy, this J uſtneſs of Proportion, 
this Equality, if I may call it. ſo, cannot indeed 
be obtained in Articles of Conſumption univerſally 
in the firſt Inſtance. - A general Exciſe upon Con- 
ſumption in private Houſes never will obtain it. 
For there is a Difference of Degree in every Thing, 
by which Men are enabled to eat, drink, and have 
all the Neceſſaries, Conveniencies, and Luxuries 
of Life, in Proportion to their ſeveral Eſtates. 
Now, if one certain Tax were laid on each of 
theſe Articles, as ſo much on every Yard of Cloth, 
1o much on every Pound of Beef,. and the like, 
and this Tax were to be levied in the Houſe of the 
Conſumer, is it not evident that it would turn out 
a moſt unequal Made of taxing ? For, in that Caſe, 
thoſe who indulge. themſelves in the et Sorts, 
and thoſe who are confined by their Circumſtances 
to the moſt ordinary, would each of them pay the 
. ſame Tax. And 1 hardly know an Article of Con- 
ſumption, in which it is poſſible to lay the Duty 
properly and in due Proportion on the Conſumer in 
his own Houſe. Neither would. it mend the Matter, 
if this Duty might be exchanged for 4 Compoſition. 
For then the Poor and the Rich muſt pay {he ſame 
Sum per Head, though the Quantity, as well as 
the Quality of what they conſume do greatly differ 
How then ſhall all Men pay in a due Proportion 
to hat they conſume, if not by a general Exciſe 
laid upon Conſumption in their own , nor 
by a Compoſition? 
Shall I riſque an Idea which lam inclined 5 
miſtruſt, becauſe I have ſome Reaſon to fear it 
may be intirely my o.] n? 
0 8 Levy* ' 
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WY the Tax upon the Merchant and i the 
9 the Price to ſome of the Confumets may 
be a little enhanced: The Rich may be made te 
pay ' ſomething more than the Tax, and the Poor 
may be rotally enempted from it; but, upon the 
widdte; you will) come mart: nearer to a Juſtneſs of 
Proportion than you can by any other Mode of 
levying it. For the Merchant and the Dealer will 
make the Diſtribution; and they will make it 
juſtly. They knew, though the Financiers, and 
Politicians of our Days do not, how chimerical it 
is to think of making the different Ranks of Men 
pay the /ame Duty for the various Sorts of the fame 


Thing, differing greatly in their Value. They 


due that the ordinary Sorts will remain on their 
Hands, will never get into Conſumption, if che 
Charge is not made lighter : And they know, 
that the better Sorts will bear ſo much additional 
Charge, as is taken from the worſe. In ſhort, they 
know how to aſſort their Goods, and to lay a higher 


or lower Proportion of the Tax bs a ſeveral Parcels | 


ſhall be heiter or worſe. 

This was it great Dearile! he Caſe with Cyder 
and Perry before the late Act of Parliament. The 
Duty lay upon the Dealer, and upon him alone. 
The Oden therefore of the Law was this 3 
the better Sorts; Which for the moſt Part got into 
the Hands ef the Dealer, paid the Duty, the 


- worſe, which the Dealer Would by no Means 


meddle with, ce aped Duty fret. at! 
The Dealer is a middle Man, av beter 4 
Tax, had been impoſed or not, would never have 
found it worth his while to get into bis Hands 
the more ordinury Sorts of Liquor. The great 
Object of this Bill is a Parcel of contemptible 
Stuff, which ſo far from being warthy of 4 Tau, 


Would not, even untaxea, have — the reaſonable 
Profits 
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Profits of a middle Man. The Dealer therefore 
would buy none of the bad Sorts, and he was. 
confirmed in this Reſolution by the then exiſting 
Duties amounting to 105. 8 d. per Hogſhead. Bur 
neither his Situation, nor the Duties, nor both 
together, confined. him to the Purchaſe of the 
beſt Sorts only. He bought none of the bad, but 
he bought the good, the better, and the beſt, Little, 
very little, eſcaped him that was worth buying. The 
Account laid before the Houſe of Commons ſhewsz 
that his Trade was an increafing Trade, What he 
bought he aſſorted, and laid upon each Sort ſuch 
2 Proportion of the Tax paid to the Government, 
and of his own Profits, that upon the Whole there 
was obtained a 7uſtne/s of Proportion, And who- 
ever, without being let into the Secrets of Trade, 
will give himſelf the trouble of thinking what 4 
Trader muſt do, he will find that the Difference 
between the prime Coſt, and the ſelling Price of 
the beſt of the Goods, muſt exceed the Tax im- 
poſed, and the reaſonable Profits of the Middle- 
man, much in the ſame Proportion, as the Difference 
between the prime Coſt and ſelling Price of the 
worſt of the Goods, will fall ſhort of that Tax 
and thoſe Profits. ä 1 | 

It is true, that the Tax being confined to the 
Dealer, that which was ſold immediately by the 
Farmer, or conſumed in his Eamily, eſcaped all 
Duty. And of this Inequality, not only ths 
Dealers, but the Conſumers, in diſtant Countries, 
may have had ſome Reaſon to complain. But 
why was this Inequality allowed by the Legiſlature ? 
Firſt, becauſe the Cure would have been worſe 
than the Diſeaſe, as it would have introduced 
another Inequality the moſt grievous of all. For 
had the Duty been extended to theſe Liquors con- 
ſumed in the Houſe of the Farmer, or fold by 
Pre os.» 5 — „ him, 


( 
him, it could not have been collected without 4 
Exciſe upon the Farmer, and the Legiſlature did 4 
not, in thoſe Days, think ſuch an Extenſion of the =_ 
Exciſe Laws either juſt, reaſonable, or prudent. 
Secondly, becauſe that which either ſtopp'd with 
the Farmer, or went immediately from him to 
the Conſumer, and was, at the ſame Time, of /uf- 
ficient Value to bear the Duty, was not ſufficient in 


| they would not bear the Duty. Yet this is the 

== principal Part, the Bulk of the Liquor taxed by 

j this Ad. We have confidered the Nature of it, 
ll and how far it is capable of bearing fo. heavy a 
Duty. 

But it has been ſaid, and it will be ſaid again; 

iſ | Is it then, upon the whole, reaſonable, that while 

it | all Drinkers of Malt-Liquor pay a Duty, thoſe 
if who drink Cyder and Perry of their own making, 

_- or bought immediately from the Maker, ſhould 

ll eſcape Duty-free? 1 anſwer, yes: For with the 
| End we ought to conſider the Means. If there 

1 is no Paſſibiliiy of diſtinguiſhing the Drink that 

| will bear the Duty, from the Drink that will not, 

| 


E »  _ Buantity to be an Object worthy the Attention of 1 
WW the Legiſlature in thoſe Times, Thirdly, becauſe ö 
5 the worſe Sorts, which were eitker ſold in the 3 
881 Neighbourhood, or conſumed in the Farmer's. : 
| Family, were, for the moſt Part, ſo ordinary, that i 


if that which is perhaps inferior to zo other Li- 
Il duor and that which is but juſt good enough for 
| | the Pigs muſt both pay the /ame Duty ; if a high 
It Duty will deſtroy nine Parts in ten of the Planta- 
tions, from whence that Duty is to be collected, 
li and at the ſame Time the Expence of collecting is 
| ſo enormous, that @ /ow Duty will not pay the Col- 
lefion': If the Revenue cannot be ſecured, with- 
out ſubjecting thoſe who are to pay it, to the Laws 
1 F Exciſe, and to thoſe cruel Hardſhips which : 8 
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Heak to hereafter ; if, added to this, the Revenue 
intended to be raiſed, is a meer Trifle, and the 
Number of private Families expoſed to theſe Hard- 
ſhips, Tag p19 and Difficulties, is almoſt in- 
finite; in all theſe Caſes, I ſay, the Means, and the 
neceſſary Conſequences of thoſe Means, are to be 
compared with the End propoſed; and he is 
either a bungling Financier, or a bad Man, who 
would ſtruggle to obtain the End, by Means de- 
 firuftive of the Revenue, and intolerable to the 
Subject. ag 
But it ſeems there is a Compoſition; and that 
makes all things eaſy. When it was diſcovered, 
that a Miſtake had been committed, and that it 
was not enough to propoſe a Tax, that the Means 
of raiſing it muſt be conſidered, and the whole of 
it taken together, then came in to ſoften it, a 
Compoſition. Let us ſee then how far that Compo- 
ſition makes the Thing equitable. Gentlemen are 
afraid, perhaps, of the Word, Pol/-tax : but Com- 
poſition and Poll- tax are the ferme Thing. For it is 


a Tax of 55. per Head, paid by the Maſter of 


the Family, for himſelf and all his Family drink- 
ing Cyder and Perry of his own making. My 
Tenant and I then pay the ſame Rate. But I drink 
the beſt of the Liquor, and my Servants drink 
what is almoſt as good as any that comes to my 
Table: My Tenant is content to drink what he 
cannot ſell, the Thick, the Sour, and the Waſhings, 
Is this Equality? Far be it from me to ſay that 
Poll-tax can. be equal, Poll-rax and Equality 
are, in my Opinion, moſt inconſiſtent. 5 

Poll- tax is liable to every Objection which lies 
againſt general Exciſe laid on the Conſumer, and 
to ſome more. In the Exciſe there is a good and 


- @ bad, both charged with the ſame Duty. The 


good will be conſumed by the Rich, and the bad 
C 2 ? will 


L 
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1 
will fall to the Lot of the Poor. But to the Poll- 
tax it may be further objected; that there is not 


only a good and a bid, but there is @ more and a 


leſs. Whether a Man drink what is worth 45. per 


Gallon, or what, excluſive of Duty, is ſearcefy 
worth 45. per Hogſhead, or the Waſhings, which 


are ſcarcely worth making; whether he drink 


much or little, whether he drink Cyder and nothin 
elſe, or, with his Cyder, drink Wine, Ale, and 


other Liquors 3 whether he be, either by Inclina- 


tion or Neceſſity, a careful, frugal Man, and keep 
little Company, or maintain a hoſpitable Houle, 
and open his Cellars to all Comers; in all rheſe 


Caſes, and ſome more, which 1 could mention, 


the Circumſtances and Conſumption of Men will 
. greatly differ, but the Rate of Compoſition. Is till 


the ſame, 
It may be faid, that it is meer Affectation to 


call this? a Poll- tax; that Compoſitioh and Poll- 
tax greatly differ, that the one is left to a Man's 
Option, but the other forced upon Him. It is 
true, in ſome Caſes Poll. tax is forced upon a Man; 


as where it is fixed to a Degreę, every Man to pay 


in Proportion to the Rank he holds; for a Man 


cannot un- lord, un- knight, un-*ſquire himſelf, Tc. 
Poll-tax, thus confin v ae is certainly forced upon 


him. But may not a Poll-tax be fixed upon Men, 
by other Deſcription than that of their Degree? 


For Inſtance, upon the Drinkers of the different 


Sorts of Liquor, or upon the Makers of Cyder and 


Perry? And may it not be faid to be forced upon 
them, when nothing leſs than a total Abſtinence 
from that Sort of Drink, or a total Neglect of that 
Species of Huſbandry can exempt them from it? 


But you will ſay, it is left to their Option: They 


may either compound, or be exciſed, See then how 
fair the Option is? Look Where Exciſe operates. 
| Do 


J 

| 
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Do. we not ſee Difficulties, heaped upon Difficulties ; 
*FJournies, repeated Fournies to Offices of Excile at 
many Miles Diſtance, Entries of Rooms, Search, 
"Penalties, and many Formalities, impracticable to 
ſuch of the Farmers, who, to uſe their own Ex- 
preſſion, have not been bred to Learning ? When 
therefore we ſee ſuch Severities provided for thoſe 


"who do not compound, can we ſay that the Option 
is free, and the Compoſition voluntary? The 


Seaſon may render Compoſition, as it. often will, 
the more expenſive Mode of paying the Duty; 
but, upon the Whole, thoſe who can afford to 


- endeavour at the Preſervation of their Liberty, 


muſt ſubmit to it as the le Evil. 


But ſuppoſe the Compoſition more fair, equal, 


and engaging than it really is; ſuppoſe. it not 
encumbered with many particular Difficulties, 
which I ſhall-preſently lay before you; . it, 
what it really is, the lighter Burden, more 
tolerable Evil, and what affords Better Chance for 
the Preſervation of Liberty; yet there is, unfor- 
tunstely for us, a Variety in our Seaſons, and it will 
often happen, that 4 Scarcity of Fruit will render 
the Rate of Compoſition exceeding grievous to us 


all. There are alſo thoſe, the Number and Cir- 


cumſtances of whoſe Families will, in all Seaſons, 
render it diſadvantageous to them. In moſt of 
theſe Caſes Compoſition. will not take Place, but 
Exciſe myſt operate: Where Excile operates, I have 
Tſhewn you, bow unequal. the Tax is, comparing 
together the giffzrent Sorts of the ſame; Liquor, or 
the common and ordinary Sarts with Malt Liquor. 
Where the Poll-tax, or Compoſition, takes Place, 
God knows there alſo is a ſufficient Inequality, 
where the Poor Man is condemn'd by. Law to pay 
the /ame Rate with the Rich, and at the ſame 

2 99-27 251.” Time 
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Time condemned, by his Circumſtances, to drink 
very different Sort of Liquor. 

T think I have now made ſufficient Objections 
to the Amount of the Duty und its Inequality, and 
ſhall therefore proceed to object, in the ſecond 
Place, to the Mode of ſecuring it, and to the ſeveral 
Proviſions for that Purpoſe, ſome of which, I muſt 

ſay, were wantonly, and unneceſſarily forced upon 
us. Such of thoſe Proviſions as are neceſſary for 
ſecuring the Revenue, become ſo many Argu- 
ments againſt the Duty itſelf: For I will again re- 
peat it; the Means are to be conſidered as well as 
che End; and no Duty ought to be impoſed, 
which brings with it ſuch Hardſhips as I ſhall 
now lay before you; Hardſhips, infinitely more 

_ grievous than the Tax itſelf, 

Every Perſon muſt make a very correct 
« Entry, in Writing, at the next Office of Exciſe, 
«© of his Mill, Cellars, Utenſils, and of every 
„ Place, and every Thing, which he may nl 
« ſibly have Occaſion to make Uſe of in the 
«© making and keeping of his Cyder and Perry.“ 

He muſt make this Entry before he begins to make 
Drink; when he neither knows what Quantity 
his Fruit will yield him, nor how ready a Market 
he ſhall find for-it, nor what Quantity of Store- 
Room he ſhall ſtand in Need of. What if he 
can neither read nor write? No Matter: He muſt 
do it, or get it done, and his own Miſtake, or 
another's, ſubjects him “ to the Penalty of 2 7 gy 

Immediately after the Entry made, the Officers of 
Exciſe are in the Plenitude of their Power: They 
ride #r:umphant through the Land, with Au- 
*« thority to enter and fearch, not only every 
Place that is, but every Place alſo that ought to 
be entered. They are to charge the Duty, 
* which in many Caſes is equal to the 7 Value N 
65 x 
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the Liquor; and this Duty is to be paid within 
© fx Weeks after ſuch Charge. If any Man has 
« Occaſion to ſell or remove, another Tourney to 
* the Exciſe-Office, which may be at many Miles 
« Diſtance, a Certificate to be obtained, if poſſible, 
« and the Liquor to be forfeited, if removed with- 
« ouf one.” If an Exciſeman is troubleſome and 
vexatious, and unneceſſarily comes at Hours, per- 
kaps within the Letter of the Law, but extreamly 
unſeaſonable and inconvenient, if under Pretence of 
2 diligent Execution of his Office, he calls the 
Farmer from Harveſt-work 0 ſearch for what 
does not expect to find; if Infolence on one Side 
begets Peeviſhneſs on the other, and the Officer is, 
in any Degree, obſtructed in an uſeleſs, ill- timed, and 
improper Execution of his Office, if he makes a 
Requeſt to enter, without ſo much as telling his 
Authority, and totally unknown to the Family, is 
not allowed to enter and ſearch : In all and every 
of theſe Caſes, and in others of the ſame Nature, 
* a Penalty is incurred of 50%.“ There is a, 
Clauſe in the Act, by which every other Clauſe 
* in every other. Af, laying an Exciſe on Liquors, 
* every Proviſion, every Penalty, is to be in 
«© Force, though not herein particularly repeated.“ 
By Virtue of this Clauſe the moſt learned of us 
are put to a Difficulty to find out, what we are to 
do, what is expected from us, what we are not to 
do, what Relief we are entitled to, and what 
Puniſhments we are fubjected to, Thus much 
indeed we da. know, that where our Lords and 
Maſters, the Officers of Exciſe, think proper to ſuſpect 
us of any Offence, there are Informations in the 
Court of Exchequer too expenſive to be contended 
againſt, eſpecially as an Acquittal will give us 
10 Coſts ; there are Trials withont Furies, Deter- | 

| | minations 


. @ higher Price in Proportion to the Tax impoſed. 
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minations by Juſtices and Commiſſioners, the. 


Creatures of the Crown, and removable at Pleaſure 3. 
and this where the Proſecution is at the Suit of 
the Crown, and the Crown and its Officers have 


the Penalty among them. If any Fray ſhould, 
happen, which may well be expected, as it is bur, 
the natural Conſequence. of impowering one Man 
to be inſolent to another, the Exciſeman may 
indict the Subject in any diſtant County; who 
muſt attend with his Witneſſes, but if acquitted, 
can recover no Coſts. | | 4 

To eaſe theſe Hardſhips, ſome Relief is pre- 
tended : © A Man may compound, and then he 
« is not to be viſited or ſearched, nor is he to be 
& charged with any Duty unleſs he ſell.” I will 
ſpeak hereafter. of certain Difficulties and Hard- 
ſhips which lie, I will not ſay even upon the Com- 

ounder, but particulary upon him. I have already 
obſerved, that the Compoſition is the moſt unequal 
Poll-tax that ever entered into the Imagination of 
Men. Tet even this Compoſition becomes a 
Snare to the Compounder, for * a very minute 


% Account of his Family is required of him,” 


though not required of any other Compounder: 
«their Chriſtian and their Sir- names muſt be in- 
& ſerted in the Lift,” and a {mall Miſtake in it, 
made either by him, or the Perſon io writes for 
him, ſubjects the Compounder *< to the heavy Pe- 
4 nalty of 20 . - Another Relief is this: The 
« Poor, who live in Tenements, not rated at above 
404. per Year; to the Land-tax; and, make no 
c more than four Hogſheads, are exempted ; 
<« they are not obliged either to compound, or pay 
e Duty.” And What Relief is this to any poor 
Man; who is under the Neceſſity of Buying? He 
muſt undoubtedly pay for this miſerable Drink 


But 
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But ſee the Share intended for thoſe who avail 
themſelves of this Exemption. There is Cruelty, 
even in the Indulgencies of this Bill. A Man 
exempted, will naturally think chat he has nothing 
to do with the Exciſe-Office. But he will find, 
to his Coſt, that he has. For though exempted from 
paying Duty, He muſt enter the Mill he 
„ makes at, and the Place he intends to keep the 
„Liquor in; he is liable to ſearch by the Officers; 


«© he muſt not remove the Liquor either from the 


« Mill he borrows to his own Houſe, or from 
„ his own Houſe to the Houſe of the Buyer (if 
« Neceſſity ſhould oblige him to fell) without a 
Certificate.“ And how long this Exemption, dach 
as it is, is likely to continue, I ſubmit to you, 
who certainly have not forgot when the Occupier of 
a Houſe, having nine Windows only, was thought 
too poor to pay the Window- tax. 

Writing to the Electors of Great Britain, it is 


vnneceſſary for me to ſet forth the ineſtimable 


Advantages of Trial by Furies, the Security which 


it gives to the Little and the Poor againſt the 
Great and the Rich, or to the Subject in general 


againſt the Oppreſſions of the Crown, It is equally 


 unneceMary to dwell upon the horrible Power of 


Search, where no Offence, nor any Suſpicion of 


Offence, is charged upon Oath, without any War- 


rant of. the Magiſtrate, or che Preſence of the 
Peace- officer. It is equally unneceſſary to dwell 
on the evil Conſequences of Entries in Writing, 
Notices, Certificates, and an early Payment of Duties 


qual to the intrinſic Value of the Liquor, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that theſe are Grievances in almoſt 


every Exciſe, but that they are particularly heavy, 
when laid upon the Farmer for the Produce of his 


Land, or upon the private Per/on for Articles of 
pe. domeſtic Conſumption. Let us, however, enter into a 


few 


| few Particulars; and firſt, let us ſec, what Trouble 
we are put to, in the Sale of our Produce, from 
' whence ariſe our Rents. Make our Caſe your 
own, and judge and determine for us. | 
To ſay the Truth, where the Seller is a Com- 
pounder, it may be queitioned whether the Go- 3 
vernment or the Subject has moſt trouble. The Y 
Law ſays, that when, and ſo often as a Com- 
< rounder would fell, he ſhall give two Days 
<< Notice, and the Officer of Exciſe ſhall attend to 
% gauge ſo much of his Liquor as he intends to 
* ſell.“ Figure to yourſelves a Market-day, 
and every Farmer, ' nay almoſt every Cottager and 
Labourer in the Neighbourhood, crowding the 
:B "Office of E xciſe, to give Notice of Loads, Hog- 'F 
Theads, and half Hogſheads, intended for Sale. A 
The Maker is to give but two Days Notice, and it $ 
is no unreaſonable Conſtruction of the Law, that 
he is not to be obſtructed in his Buſineſs, and that 
within thoſe two Days the Exciſcman muſt attend him. 
Here undoubtedly the Government has its Share 
of Trouble. Where the Market-day is on a 
Friday or a Saturday, the Officer, in Fact, will 
have but one Day, on which to ride North, Eaſt, 
1 Weſt, and South, to take the Account, and make 
| the Charges as the Act directs him. Form a 


Gueſs what muſt be the Multitude of Officers to 
perform this Duty; but forget not, at the ſame 
Time, what muſt the Diſtreſ of the Country, if a 
| ſufficient Number be not appointed: and then 
'| judge, for to your Judgment we ſubmit it, whether 
1 any Lax can be worth collecting, which, if ¶co- 
1 nomy take Place, clogs and retards Buſineſs, as this 
muſt do; and, if the Collection be made with 
doe Regard to the Eaſe of the Subject, brings 
ſuch additional Expence upon the Public, and ſuch 
aditional Power to the Adminiſtration. 

+ Notice 


( 27) 
it Notice is to be given before making by 
© every Perſon who does not compound, that the 
Officer may attend and charge the Duty: til 
<* the Charge is made, no Certificate can be 
granted. Notice mult alſo be given by the 
« Compounder, before he ſells, that the Officer 
may attend him, charge the Duty, and give the 
Certificate. Cyder and Perry, removed without 
a Certificate, are forfeited.“ Here are ſeveral 
Journies, Notices in Writing, Forfeitures and 
Penalties: and it muſt be confeſſed, that due Care 
is taken to put the Subje under ſufficient Difficul- 
ties. But no Proviſion is made that, on Notice 
given, the Officer ſhall forthwith attend, or grant 
the Certificate when required. This Act, which 
is ſo profuſe in Penalties impoſed, upon the Subject, 
does not lay 4 fingle Penalty on the Officer of Ex- 
ciſe, for any Neglect or Miſbehaviour whatſoever, 
But I am told, the Board of Exciſe will remove 
him, or an Information in the, King's Bench, or an 
Action for Damages will lie againſt him. And is 
not this a comfortable Relief to a Country Fellows! 
Will you be content with it in your own Caſe? 
Shall a Permit become neceffary for the Sale of 
every Bag of Corn you take to Market, and ſhall 
an infolent Officer wantonly refuſe or delay the 
iſſuing of that Permit, and then laugh in your Face, 
and tel] you, that you may go to London, and beg 
for Juſtice from the Worſhipful Commiſſioners, or 
that Weſtminſter-Hall is open, and the Lawyers 
are ready to receive your Fees ? 5 
Here then is, our firſt Diſtreſs: the Officer may 
not be tolling to do his Duty, and we have no 
ſuch Means of compelling him as are ſuited to our 
* , Circumſtances, And this-Diſtreſs is great beyond 
Imagination. How are Men, of whom many are 
top worth five Pounds in the World, to ſue for 
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8 1 
Juſtice, either at the Board of Exciſe, or in Veſt- 
minſter- Hall? But ſuppoſe the Officer willing, 
there muſt be at leaſt a Journey to procure the 
Certificate. It is now Law, that there ſhall be 
an Office of Exciſe in every Market-town. The 
Intention of which Law was, that the Subject 
might have his Buſineſs done with all poſſible 
Eaſe to himſelf. Upon the ſame Principle, there 
ſhould now be an Office of Exciſe in every Village. 
Is that intended? If not, many a Man muſt ride 
ten Miles to procure a Certificate for a ſingle 
Hogſhead of Cyder or Perry, which, in its intrinſic 
Value, may not be worth the Duty it is charged 
with: and many a Man alſo will loſe his Oppor- 
tunity of ſelling, where his Cuſtomer. ſtands in 
-Need of an immediate Removal, and the Certifi- 
cate cannot be immediately obtained, 1 

But ſuppoſe the Application made, and the 

Officer willing: See what the Certificate muſt ex- 
'preſs, and tell me, who muſt ſupply the neceſſary 
Information for it. It muft expreſs the Quantity. 
Will every Farmer, will every Cottager and La- 
bourer, be able to tell the preciſe Quantity of every 
Caſk? And yet Preciſion ſeems to me to be abſo- 

lutely neceſſary; the Act ſeems to direct it, and I 
ſhould ſay that the Certificate would be a ridi- 
-culous Farce without it, if I had not too much 
Reaſon to call it a Mode of perplexing and harraſſing 
"the Country. | Suppoſe the Caſk to contain a few 
Gallons more or leſs than are expreſſed in the 
Certificate, is it to be forfeited? If yes; ſee the 
Hardſhip that Men are to ſuffer for their Ignorance. 
If no: what Uſe then will there be in expreſſing 
the Quantity? I know that the Exciſeman is to 

leave a Copy of his Charge, whether demanded 

or not: no Thanks to thoſe who brought in the 
Bill for this Favour. But the Copy of the ole 

f A Charge 
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.Charge will not inform the Farmer of the Contents 
of each Caſt. It muſt alſo expreſs the Place f 
abode, as well as the Name of the Perſon to whom 
the Liquor is to be ſent. There alſo J foreſge 
great Difficulties. A Farmer may, perhaps, be 
able to tell you at what Place he is to deliyer the 
Liquor, but be totally ignorant how much further E 
it is to go, and what is the Name and, Place of f 
1 Abode of the Perſon, living perhaps in ſome other | 
by County, for whoſe, Ule it is intended. It muſt 
ö expreſs alſo, whether this ſame diſtant Gentleman, 
is or is not 4 Compounder, and whether the Buyer 
is or is not exempted from Payment of the Duty. 
Tell me now, I beſeech you, for none in the Houſe 
could tell me, why are all theſe Particulars to be 
expreſs'd in the Certificate, and who is to ſupply 
the neceſſary Information? Is the Certificate to 
be reſuſed for Want of it? Is the Farmer to be 
ſeat back for freſh Information? Is he to attend 
from Day to Day, as freſh Matter ſhall ariſe, and 
after having cleared up one Difficulty, is he to be 
ordered back to clear up another? Is any other 
Farmer in England in this Situation? Is the Cyder 
in the mean while to remain /oc&'d up in the Man's 
Cellars? Is it to Joſe its Paſſage, the Contract to be 
braken, becauſe the Liquor is not delivered in due 
Time, the Purchaſer 1% be diſappointed, and are 
Queſtions at Law to ariſe between him and the Seller 
upon the Non-performance of the Contract? | 
Iheſe are Difficulties which attend our Farmers 
upon the Sale of our Produce ; and I will venture 
to ſay, n other Farms in England are, at this Time, 
| ſubject to the like. The Intention of this Addreſs 
| E is, that you ſhould look forward, and form a Con- 
| | jecture, how ſoon our Caſe may become common, 
| and the ſame Grievance extended over all. 


| „ EE 

As to the other Part of the united Kingdom ; 
chaps a more juſt Execution there of the Laws of 
evenue now exiſting would have rendered this 
Tax totally unneceffary. Thoſe who are for 


© 


eſtabliſhing Equality in Taxes would do well to 


conſider, whether they ſhould not begin their Re- 


formation, by enforcing the Collection of the old 


Taxes in ſome Parts of the Kingdom, rather than 
by impoſing new Burdens upon other Parts, which 


already pay more than their Share. 


In the Hardſhips already mentioned, you may 


öbſerve, the Compounder has his Share. I am 


however fully of Opinion, that the Scene had not 
long opened before Gentlemen wiſhed themſelves 


öff the Stage, and their Tax bandſomely with- 


drawn; But they were aſhamed to retreat; eſpe- 
cially as they ſaw, at that Time, none of the 
Maſters mounted. The Oppoſition was carried on, 
for the moſt Part, by thoſe, whoſe Duty called upon 
them to be active, though many of them were new 
in Parliament, and few of them much verſed in 
ſpeaking. To retire before /o weak a Corps was a 
Diſgrace which Great Men could not ſubmit to. 
Bur they would give way a little; where Neceſſity 
required. The Cry of Exciſe. come it from whom 
it might, could not be reſiſted : and they were 


_ conſcious that, in this Caſe, ſuch a Cry was but too 


well founded. Therefore they would exchange 


Exciſe for a Compoſition: and from that Time, 


J verily believe that it was intended to make the 
Compounder as eaſy as he could be. For the 
former Blunder was to be ſcreened, and Exciſe was 
to ſhelter itſelf under Compoſition. But where 


the Stamina are bad, you may patch the Conſtitu- 
tion, but you cannot cure it. The Diſeaſe may be 
temoved, it may be fhifred from one Part to 


Another; 


K Wes.» 3 
another; but ota{ly to detrey it is beyond the 
Power of Medicine. W Fe N 
Something indeed may be imputed to the Ig- 
norance or Infidelity of thoſe who were adviſed 
with. The Project might, perhaps, have been 
originally the Project of ſome ęreat, Man: I am 
much inclined to think it was. The Greatneſs of 
the Deen maniteſts the Greatneſs of it's Author ; 
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6 but the particular Proviſions, by which the Plan 
3 was to be perfected, and the Project carried into 
3 Execution, mult have been left to ſome little Tool 
1 of Office. Nothing will ſnew this more ſtrongly 

» than what I ſhall now lay before you, the Diſtreſſes 
F which even the Compounder, the moſt . favour'd . 
3 among us, is made ſubject to. ITS 
A For the better ſecuring of the Revenue, Com- 

* % pounders are to give in 2 Liſt of the Chriſtian and 


* Surnames of all Perſons in their Families.“ Thus 
a long and accurate Liſt is to be made out for many 


a Maiter of a Family, who can neither read nor 
1 write; and a Miſtake in any Part of it, either in 
5 the Number or the Names, perhaps even in the 


Spelling, ** ſubjects him to a Penalty of 20.“ 
This is not the Caſe with Compounders for any 
other Duty, nor is it wanted in any Caſe, In this 
very Seſſion, at the Motion of the Treaſury, à Bill 
was brought into Parliament, to correct a Fraud 
in the Collection and Payment of the Malt Duty. 
It paſſed, and ſtands in the Statute-bogk the very 
next to the Cyder- Act. Had ſuch a Proviſion 
been wanted in the Compoſition for Malt, one 
would naturally have expected that it ſnould have 
been inſerted in that Act. If not wanted in that 
Compaſition, why is it wanted in ours? This I am 
jure of, that we are leſs able to conform. The 
Compounders for Malt may, poſſibly, be correct: 
They are; for the moſt Part, a very different Rank 
1 2 
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(32) 
of Men from the poor Farmers, Cottagers, and 
Labourers, of which at leaſt nine in ten, when 
they come to ſign their Liſts, will be found to 
ſet their Marks. Suppoſe a Farmer miſtaken ei- 
ther in the Chriſtian or, Surname of his Servant, 


or ſuppoſe the Mah who writes the Liſt Jeſs attentive 


than he ought to be, or /ecretly diſpoſed to hurt the 
Farmer, the Pe -nalty is incurred, and the Maſter of 
the Family reduced, where perbaps it is intended 
to bring him, to rhe Mercy of the Juice and 
Commiſſioners. þ 
5 his then is a cruel and unneceſſary Provifide 3 

the next is equally unneceſſary, cannot ſay it is 
equally cruel,” but it is little, rrifling, and infigni- 
ficant. It is not of a Piece with the reſt of the 
Work. In moſt other Parts you tee the Hand of 
the Projefor : But here you may diſtinguiſh the 
roy and pitiful Inſtrument he work'd with, the 
ow Mind and the little Underſtanding ſtooping to 
low and little Conſiderations. Indeed when great 
Men lock themſelves up with Exciſemen from Here- 


ford, and Men who have been Diſtillers, their Genius 


will be found to ſink to that of their Company, 
and low and little will be the Fruit of their Con- 
ſultation. 

Whatever Objections may lie againſt this Exciſe, 
it muſt be confeſſed, that rhe Defign was great. To 
throw an Exciſe tver 100,000 Families and more; 
to ſelect for the Objects of it thoſe who are leaſt able 
to conform, and to render Conformity more dif- 
ficult by unneceſſary and impraCtigable Clauſes; 


to ſele& for the Objects of it the Gentlemen, 


Clergy, Freeholders, Farmers and Occupiers of 
Land, who have long been the independent Part 
of this Kingdom, have ſupported it's Conſtitution, 
and have made many a Miniſter uneaſy; to re- 
guce theſe Men under the Rod of the Jolies of 


, 


* 


8 you compel et, . " 
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the Peace and Commiſſioners of the Exciſe, to ſet 
us at Variance with each other; to ſow Jealouſies 
and Diſſenſions, and ſpirit up one Part of England 


to the Oppreſſion of the other; to draw in Coun- 


try · Gentlemen to a Co-operation in fo ſevere and 
ſo extraordinary an Extenſion of Exciſe, gver thoſe 
in whom their Intereſt chiefly lay, the Farmers and 
Freeholders: Theſe are the Ideas of a great Man, 
they ſpeak a Machiavel. But the Exciſeman from 
Hereford, and the Man who had been a Diſtiller, 
had no ſuch lofty Notions ; they could fee no further 
than Pounds, Shillings and Pence; they computed 
that 5 d. per Month was 5 f. per Lear, and 5 5. per 
Year was 5d. per Month; and, having found in 
one of che Malt-Acts, chat the Compoſition was 
40 be paid for every Perſon, who, at any Time 
during the Continuance of the Compoſition, ſhould 
be of the Compounder's Family, they adopted the 
Idea, without conſidering how practicable it was, how 
far it was actually practiſed in the Malr-Compo- 
ſition, or how ſimilar the two Compoſitions might 
be, one of which is payable Quarterly, the other 
Annually and to their Care, Zeal, Prudence, Oe- 
conomy and Foreſight, we are obliged for the fol- 
lowing Clauſe: 
Every Compounder muſt give an Account of 
every Increaſe of his Family, and pay 5 d. per 
ooh for the remaining Part of the Year for 
ry Perfon making ſuch Ingreaſe. A moſt 
Wks Object truly! But let us ſee : a Diffi- 
culty at firſt axiſes and then an Ambiguity. My 
Tenant compounds in Auguſt, and delivers his Liſt ; 
at Migltaehnas he changes all his Servants ; the old | 
Liſt is certainly no longer of Uſe, and if nothing 


5 3 further is intended, very unneceſſary Trouble was given 


to the Farmer. If 2 new * is to be 28 how 
The 


9 


——— . . Bs TRY" Et ry "= Es 


Vacations with me; are theſe my Viſitors, or are 
me, who are of my Family, and who are not? 
pay for the Increaſe of my Family, why am I not | 


- Five-penny Conſideration to diſgrace our Statutes 


compounds ; the next Year he calculates, and does 


* it with the 8 # What if * W Part * 


| 13) a 
The Abſurdity of giving in a Lift which is of 
ſo little Uſe has made ſome Men entertain a Doubt, 


which ſeems to have no Foundation. They have 


doubted whether, upon the change of Servants, the 
itional Duty was not to be paid for all thoſe who 
are newly taken into the Family : but there is ſurely 


no Foundation for. that Doubt ; for the additional 


Duty is to be paid only for the Increaſe. If the 
Number in Family continue the fame, there is no 
Increaſe, and, conſequently, no additional Duty. 
But though this Doubt may be eaſily removed, 
others will ariſe; for what is an Increaſe? does it 
mean a Viſitor, or does it not? If it does, there 
alſo we are on a worſe Footing than the Compound- 
ers for Malt; if it does not, who are Viſitors, and 
who are of my Family? Conſider my Child who 

zaſſes a Month's Holidays with me in Summer, 


my Friend who paſſes with me all the Time I can 


ſpare from Parliament, my next Brother who comes 


. from the Temple, and my youngeſt Brother who 


comes from Oxford, and paſs each of them their 


bw 
s 
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they Part of my F ami! y? Draw the Line and tell 


But there is no Equality in all this. If I am to 


to have a Drawback for the Decreaſe? Why is this, 


book in Favour of the Revenue, without doinp 
equal Juſtice to the Subject upod the Decreaſe of his 
Family D, eee 

There | is another Proviſion well wetthanof your 
Conſideration. A Man' makes his Calculation and 


net compound; an Exciſeman is to enter and p 
gauge all that is found in bis Cuſtody, and charge 
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it was made before the Commencement of the Act? 

What if it was made ſince the Act commenced, in 

| ſome Year in which the Maker paig Duty ? All this 

ſignifies nothing, the Act is very exprels, 45. per 

Hogſhead to be charged on all that ſhall be found 

in his Cuſtody : No Means are pointed out, nor any 

Intention ſuggeſted of making the Diſtinction. 

That which was made before the Act commenced 

muſt pay the Duty, and that which has paid the 

Duty once muſt pay it a ſecond Time. "oP 

Let us now ſee the Difficulties we are under upon 

the letting or lending of Mills. The Caſe is ſome- 

what different, whether the Mill belong to a Com- 

under, or a Perſon not compounding; and here 

again tbe Compounder bas his Hardſhips. ©* He mult 

give three Days Notice for every different Perſon 

„ he either lets or lends his Mill to, unleſs 155 

« Perſon be a Compounder or exempted, on Pain 

of forfeiting 10 I. I don't deny the Neceſſity of 

this Clauſe; we ſaid from the Beginning the neceſ- 

ſary Clauſes for ſecuring the Revenue will render 

the Bill impracticable. This is one of the many 

Proviſions, which evince the Truth of what was 

1 before laid down; that, where the original Idea is 

CY > wrong and the Root faulty, the reſt will be mere 

; Patch-work, nothing can make it perfect or even 

tolerable. . For ſee how this Clauſe neceſſarily re- 

ſtrains Charity, Humanity, and Benevolence: If I 

would lend my Mill, I muſt my/eff be at the Trouble 

of ſending, God knows how far, to the Office, or 
mult 77ſt in that Inſtance alſo, not only to the Fi- 

delity, but toch@dcounacy of the Man I lend it to: 

and it is at my Riſque that I am to truſt to his glv- 

ing Notice at the Time required, or to the Truth 

of the Repreſentation he makes to me, both of the 

* Sum he is rated at, and the Quantity of Liquor he 

intends to make. If he E to give the N * 


. 
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if he miſtake in the Time, if he err in the Sum he 
is rated at, if he make a Gallon or two above four 
Hogſheads, that am not only an innocent but a 

. charitable and good - natured Man, and have lent my 

Mill to my poor Neighbour, am to pay the Penalty. 
"Thoſe who borrow Mills are the Multitude, every 


Man making a little: Conſider, therefore, how 
often my good Nature is to bring me into Jeopardy. 


In ſhort, this Clauſe may be neceſſary, bur it is 


cruel; but where the Foundation was bad, the 


Supe rſtrudture muſt be faulty. The Project was 
the project of bad and ill-deſigning Men, it was 
adopted and ſupported by thoſe who could not ſee 


their Way before them; the Conſequerices are 


ſuch as might be expected from the bad Execution 

of a bad Project. The true, the favourite Project 
Was an Exciſe; this was afterwatds to be ſoſtmed 
into Compoſition 5 Compounders were to be at their 
Eaſe; no Officer was to viſit them unleſs they ſold. 
But ſuppoſe they lend their Mills, then the Revenue 


will be loſt if Notice is not given and thus, in the 


End, the Superſtructure turns out fit for the Foun- 
dation; and the Compounder, who was to have no 
Trouble, is to be drawn by his Charity and good 
Nature into fifty different Proſecutions and Penal- 
ties. 25 

But now ſuppoſe me not the good-natured Man 


that lends bis Mill, but the careful Man that lers 
it: whether a Compounder or not makes ſome dif- 


ference; the Compounder has a little more Trou- 
ble, and a great Deal more Riſque, It is obvious 
that I ſhall make the poor Man pay an extraordinary 

Price for all the extraordinary Riſque and Trouble. 
No Liquor is to be removed without a Certificate, 


it muſt therefore be gauged before Removal; but 


when? There the Act is ſilent; the Officer may 
fs bis own Nime, be "RO no 3 Suppoſe the 


Drink 
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* of the Perſon it belongs to ĩt muſt be applied for 
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Drink belongs to a poor Man exempted, and that 
no Duty ariſes from it to the Government, will the 
Officer be very alert in taking his Ride, gauging, 
and certifying for a Parcel of Drink which 7 5 
no Duty? The firſt Attention of the Officer will be 
expetted to be given to that which pays the Duty: 
as to the poor Man, whoſe Drink pays none, it muſt - 
wait. Here then is an additional Trouble; thoſe 
who borrow Mills, or hire the Uſe of them, muſt 
obtain Houſe-room alſo for their Drink, till the Of- 
ficer ſhall have Leiſure to ſurvey it, The preſent 
and the neceſſary Practice is to remove the Liquor + 
as ſoon as it is made, and this immediate Removal 
ſeems more neceſſary now than ever, on Account of 
the Confuſion that muſt ariſe, if the Drink belong» 
ing to the Owner of the Mill, and that which be- 
longs to the ſeveral Perſons he lends or lets his 
Mill to, ſome of which may be gauged aad charg- 
ed, and ſome may not, are all to be kept in the 
ſame Room, till the Officer ſhall find Leiſure to 
attend, gauge, and grant the Certificates. Judge 
therefore how much the poor Man may be made 
to pay for all the additional Trouble and Riſque, 
and it may be doubted whether the Hire of the 
Mill will fall far ſhort of the Duty on the Liquor. 

TI have already ſpoke of the Trouble and Diffi- 
culties of obtaining a Certificate, and the more I 
think of it the more am I at a Loſs to gueſs why a 
Certificate was thought ſo neceſſary ; but no Liquor 
is to be remoyed without one, on Pain of Forfej- 
ture: This is common to all Perſons, to the Man 
who is exciſed; to the Man who is exempted, and 
to the Compounder, A Certificate muſt be had 
even where no Duty is to be paid; it muſt be had 
to remove from one Hauſe to another, from the 
borrowed Mill the Liquor is made at to the Houſe 
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Houſe is his Caſtle, and the Law and Conſtitution of 


1 
at certain Hours, and on certain Days only, when by 
Law the Office of Exciſe is required to. be kept 


open, and the Drink muſt be removed within the 


Time limited in the Certificate. What Clogs and 
nterruptions are theſe !—But to proceed : © The 
* Officer is to enter the Cellar, Drink-houſe, &c. 
*© of every Maker, and of every Compounder after 
„his Compoſition is expired, and charge all the 
« Drink he finds there.” Suppoſe Part of it was 
Zoug hi, is that to be charged? No, ſay they; the 
Ceriifizate will protect it: and much they know of 
Farmers who ſay ſo. Will a Farmer keep a 43. 
Certificate? Has he his regular Methods of filing 
Papers, and turning to them when called for ? Does 
he prelerve, what's of much more Value, his Land- 
lord's Receipts for Rent? Can they all read? Do 
they al! know one Certificate from another? Indeed 
it is a ſtrange Act of Parliament which ſeems to re- 
quire from Farmers all that Regularity and Method 
which are neceſſary in Compting- Houſes. 
. A Farmer before making, before he knows how 
much he may make, or how quick a Vent he may 
have for it, muſt enter, not only his Mill-houſe, 
Cellar, and the like, but every Place in which he 
intends to keep Cyder and Perry. All theſe Pla- 
ces, and allo every other Place which ought to be 
entered, the Officer is impowered to ſearch. Mot 
Seaſons will oblige the Farmer to keep his Drink 
in ſome Part of his Dwelling-houſe ; plentiful Sea- 
ſons will oblige him to uſe moſt Part of it for that 
Purpoſe ; Cellars are uſually within Dwelling-houſes. 
The Poor muft keep their Drink in their Dwelling- 


houſes; they have few of them any other Place: 


tome of them muſt keep it in the very Room they 
of the Crown to ſearch our Houſes; but every Man's 
this _ 

wh 


Here then is a Power given to the Officers © 


RS 


at beſore, may be pre 
| © moſt diftant Part of England. 


CY) | 
this Country have always paid a particular Repard 
to it. | UI. | * 5 

Hearth-money was given up by King William 
becauſe of the vexatious Power of Entry and Search, 
with which the Officers of the Crown might harraſs 
the People. It is a Power very unwillingly given 7# 
any Caſe, and he that is ſubject to ir will never loox 
upon himſelf to be equally free with the reſt of the 
People. Grievous, very grievous is it to Traders, 


who however ſuffer by it leſs than we ſhall,, They 


live for the moſt Part if Market- towns where the 
Office of Exciſe is kept, and have at leaſt an Oppor- 
thnity of knowing the Countenances of thoſe who are 
to viſit them. But as to thoſe who are to be viſit- 
ed in purſance of this Act, the Nobility, Gentry, 
and Clergy, the Farmers, Cottagers and, Labour- 
ers, Men of the higheſt Rank, and Men of the 
loweſt, their Houſes are to be ſearched by thoſe - 
whoſe very Countenances are unknown to them. 
Theſe Men need produce no Commiſſion and no War- 
rant. If any Obſtruction ſhould happen, if a Man 
ſhonld be unwilling to let thoſe into his Houle 
whom he does not know; if an Officer ſhould require 
Admittance, with that Inſolence which great Powers, - 
are apt to inſpire, and the free-born Engli/hmay 
ſhould ſhew a Diſpoſition to repreſs, and, perhaps, 
to corre? the petty Tyrant, we know the Conſe- 


quences ; but, Thanks to the Inclemency of this 


Seaſon, few of our Conſtituents will feel the full 
Weight of them this Tear. A Penalty is incurred 
of 50 l. and adictents for what a Man does in 
Defence of his Houſe, againſt thoſe whom he never 

Ferred and proſecuted in the 


I will flightly touch upon a few more Things. 


Notice left at the Dwelling-Houſe with a Child or 


a Servant is a ſufficient Summons for the Owner of 
| it 
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it... It-is taken for granted, that the Children and 


Servants will take proper Care of this Notice, and 
ive it to the Perſon it is deſigned for; but conſi- 


r what are the Servants of Farmers, and what are 


the Children of Labourers and Cottagers, and then 
tell me whether the neceſſary Punctuality can be 
expected from Perſons of thezr Rank, and what 


Grievances will ariſe for want of it. 


_ Conſider again the many other Inſtances in 
which the Farmer is by this Law made anſwerable 
for the Punctuality of his Servants, and is to be 


puniſhed for their Ignorance or Treachery. If 
they do not conform to his Directions; if Drink is 


at any Time laid by them in an unentered Place, or 
an unentered Utenſil made Uſe of; if they negle&. 


to deliver the Notices at the Time required, or to 
fetch the Certificate, or to take care of it; if they 
miſtake the Day or the Hour in which the Exciſe- 
Office is open; in all theſe Caſes the Servants may 


he involuntary Offenders, or may maliciouſly intend 
fo injure their Maſter ; and he, who is entirely in- 


nocent, pays the Penalty. 


Again, the Makers of Cyder and Perry are at the 


Mercy of the Exciſeman for the Truth of his 


Gauge; they are totally unprovided with Checks 
upon the Officer. The Brewers have a Relief in 
this Caſe; they and the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 


are each of them to chuſe an Artiſt for aſcertaining 


upon Oath the Contents of the ſeveral Coppers and 
brewing Veſſels : But we have no Relief of this 


Sort, no Security at all. 


One Thing more; look to the heavy Penalties 
given by this Bill, and ſee how ea they are incurs. 


red; compare them with the Circumſtances of thoſe” + 


who become liable to them, and then tell me how 


long may a Man depend on the Continuance of what 
he has? See the Anxiety of the Creditor and the. 


Landlord, 
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Landlord, conſcious that their Debtor and their 
Tenant may, in any Hcur, and for ſome flight Offence, . 
incur Penalties far beyond what the. Stock on their 
Eſtates will enable them „. b en un cer 

In che many Objections which I have made I 
deſire to be rightly underſtood,” There are ſome. 
Hardſhips in our Caſe which are not in others, and. 
ſome of theſe are unneceſſary ;. but what I chiefly. 
complain of are inſeparable from the Thing itſelf, 
moſt of them commen to all Perſons exciſed, and 
neceſſary Proviſions for ſecuring the Revenue. They, 
confirm the Truth of what was ſaid from the Be- 
ginning; the wecefſary Means for ſecuring, your 
Revenue are incompatille with our Buſineſs, and 
muſt introduce Difficulties which we cannot maſter 2: 


- *herto a mutual Confidence, Harmony and Chari- 
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ty have prevailed ; you muſt, render the Creditor | 


fearful for his Debt and the Landlord for his Rent, 


you muſt lay inſuperable Clogs on lending or let- 
ting Mills. You muſt make Men ſuffer for invo- 
lam ary Offences, Omiſſions muſt be made penal; 
you muſt lay the ſame Tax upon all the different 


Sorts the very Waſhings and the Sour Drink muſt 
pay the Duty. Lou muſt take from 160,000 Fa- 


milies or more that Birthrighi o Engliſhmen, that 
ineflimable Privilege the Trial by Furies, and ſubject. 


them to the arbitrary Determination of the Crea- 


tures of the Crown, and That in a Caſe where we 


ought to be moſt tenacious of our Privileges, where 
the Crown and the Creatures of the Crown are Pro- 
ſecutors. You. muſt ſend your Fellow- ſubjects to 
ſue on their Knees to Juſtices of the Peace and 
Commiſſioners of the Exciſe for Juſtice where they 
have been ill uſed by the Officers, and for Mercy 
where they have unintentionally offended. And all this 
you mult do for the Sake of ſecuring an uncertain, 


and, probably, very in/uffcient Revenue, at a moſt - 
enormous Expence, to be collected by an enormcus 


Number of Exciſe Officers ſupported by a Sanding 


That there. are great Conſtitutional Objections to 


Excife of all Sort, and over whomſoever laid, is paſt 
a Doubt: and therefore no ſuch Mode ought to 
be'uſed in a free Country, except where no other can 
de uſed; nor ought any Tax to be eſtabliſhed which 
muſt be raiſed by that Mode, and can be raiſcd by 


no other, except in Caſes of the utmoſt Necęſſity. If 
ever ſuch Neceſſity ſhould exiſt, the Exciſe muſt be 


laid on the Trader: for there it Poſſibly may be com- 


plied with. He indeed will have bis Piat, and 
his, reaſonable Grounds of Gamplaint, © This Addreſs, 
_ which is already too long, would become much 


1 


* 


2 
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longer, if I ſhould enter into the ſeveral Objections: 1 
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1 . 
128 luff Exciſe of every Sort. Suffice it to fay at pre- 
fent, that if Exciſe is at any Time and in am Caſe 


Heceſfary, the Occupier of Land and the private 


Perſon in his Family-conſumption are not the proper 
*Odje2:s of .it. When you introduce this many- 


| headed Monſter into private Families, into Home- 


toh ſumption, into the common Produce of the Farm, . 

u introduce it among Men who cannot conform 
to he Proviſions of it. Their Education, their Occu- 
pation of various Sorts, their frequent Avocations 
from Home, the Nereſſi! they are under of truſt- 
ing much to Servants I Children, more ignorant 
and leſs attentive than themſelves, theſe, I ſay, ren- 
der Conformity impoſſible. Submit they muſt, it is 
their Intereſt and their Duty to ſubmit to Law, and 
T hope they know it: but what will be the Opera- 
tion of 2 Law which Nut upon Men Puniſhment 
unavoidable ? Men will get out of it ſome May or 
other: that Branch of Alben which is 4 
diſtinguiſhed, will be 7ozally neg/efted, that Part of 


the Produce of your Lands will be had in Remem- 


brance only, and future Times will diſtinguiſh your | 
Law, not as a Law of Revenue, but as'a Law for 
infliting Pains and Penalties an * Inhabitants. of 
certain Counties. _ 
But the Education of a Tiader enables him at 
teaſt ta read and write; he can inform himſelf; he | 
#1nows where to. find the Office of Exciſe, and af 
what Days and Hours it is open; he lives upon the 
Spot, and has at eaſt @ Chance of Knowing the Ex- 
cifemen by Sight; he is not zotally ignorant of the 
Powers given them by the ſeveral Laws; he has 
2 y ſeen” thoſe Powers executed in other 
ranches of his Trade from his Childhood; it has been 
Part of his Education from the Beginning to make 
himſelf acquainted with theſe Things; it has been 


. s for him, r in Life, to learn Conformi+ 
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ty and to practiſe Submiſſion z he knows what he 
is to do, and he does it with Regularity and Method. 
- But, above all, he is exciſed voluntarily ;, he takes 
his Trade and he continues it with all its Burdens; he 
might quit it but he chu/es to remain in it, and he 
makes his Cuſtomers ſatify him in ſome Degree, 
though not entirely, for every extraordinary Trou- 
ble, as well as for every extraordinary Expence. 
He, however, finds Exciſe grievous enough with 
all theſe Advantages : and there is not a Fiend to 
Society, or a Friend to the Conſtitution, who does not 
Wiſh to relieve him from it. But while the Neceſſities 
of the State continue what they now are, a Debt of 
near one Hundred and fifty Millions, and a great conſtant 


e Exponce, it is 1mpoſbble'to diſcontinue thoſe 
: "Taxes which cannot be collected but by Exciſe, or 
5 to free the Trader from that wnequal Burden, that 
34 ſevere Law, which he has long groaned under, and 


which, he will continue to groan under, till the pub- 
þ c. Expence ſhall be contracted, and the Eſtate of 
a the Nation enlarged, not by adzing, Tax to Tax, but 
: Ty encouraging its Agriculture, extending its Com- 

mercę, and improving its ManufaFures, 
Hat the Exciſe I now complain of is liable to 
this further Objection, in Reſpect to mam of the 

| Perſons who are the Objects, of it. It introduces 
| ' "the Exertion of extraordinary Powers over a, Rank 


de Men who love their Liberty as well as their Su- 


« > | 


Þpefiors * love | theirs, and who, Thanks to, the | 
Equity of our _Conftitution, have not as yet been 

_ Invired to Oppreſſion, but who, unfortunately for 
themſelves, have not quite ſo much Refleion as their 
Betters, and are more liable to be exaſperated into 
an illega! and unwarrantable Oppoſition. At the 
fame Time theſe Men are the Multitude : Numbers 

give at leaſt the Appearance of Strength, and that 
Appearance is ſufficient to raiſe a Spirit, and that 
„ NE; „ 
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Spirit may create Miſchief, not to the Government, 
for it is to be hoped that Government will be-able 
to fupport the Law while it is Law, but to the 


unfortunate People themſelves. I am unwilling to 


dwell upon this Subject, leſt I ſhould be thought 
inclined to encourage ſomething, which, if it ſhould 


happen, no Man would lament more fincerety/than 


mile I have, perhaps, ſald enough already to 
juſtify this Concluſion; where Office is to be'in- 
truſted with the Power of . Oppreſſion, low, ignorant 
and defenceleſs Men, the helpleſs, uninformed, 
unenlightened. and unbefriended Multitude are Hot 
the proper Perſons. over whom that Power is to be 
exerted. Would you give the Power in any Caſe ? 
give it where the higher Orders of Men are to be- 
come ſubject /to. it; give it, for Inſtance, in the 


Plate-Adt. We may truſt, in ſome Degree, that it | 


will not be improperly made Uſe of againſt thoſe 
who have the nectſſary Means of Defence. Great E- 
Kates, ſuperior Knowledge, powerful Connections, 
give to ſome Men+heſe necelſaty Means. But what 
are the poor Farmers, Cottagers and Labourers? what 
Means are ilch poſſeſſed of ? Deſpair muſt necef- 
larily ariſe from a Senſe of their-own Weakneſs, 
when ſmarting under the Rod of Power they look 
up to Office, and are forced to acknowledge the In- 
feriority of their Station and the Dependency of 
their Condition, and the wiſeſt Miniſter we have 


knows 5 what may be the roma wen on your ; 


Deſpair. 
Till chis Year, 1 believe, * Men had an \ lden 


of a General Exciſe carried beyond the Trader. ' Sir 
Robert I al poles Scheme was certainly confined to 
the Trader. How far he might have intended te 
carry his Plan, and to extend it from one Trader to 
angther, till it might become a general Exciſe on 

if _w_ Was: Maus of much Controverſy: but he 


certainly 


1 


certainly was never aeg of intending to lay it 
on the Neceſaries of Liſe in private Houſes, or en 
the Produte of Lind in ie Hands af the Farmer: On 
the Prader within certain Deſctiptions he might 
ave, hoped to fix it by the Aſſiſtance of the lane 
bra but he never preſumed to hope that any 


would exert themſelves to lay it 


1 the: Produce of Land, and the Niceſaries of 


Tie, in the Hands of Houſehalders; Freetiolders, 
Farmers, Cottagerꝭ and Labeurers. © Limited as his 
Propoſal was, compare it to the Exciſe now in 
Queſtion. and you will ſee that it is 4s the Feather 


40 the Milſtone. Once, indeed, a more general Exciſe 


Was attempted geit was wha Exciſe was firſt 'eftite 
bliſhed-; the Hiſtory is worth your knowing, even 


| Miniſters den dras: N uſe ful ee GY 


it. * 

In 1643 was: eſtabliſhed the firſt Exciſe; it Nas 
general in a very extenſive Senſe of the Word; it 
lay on many Articles of Home- conſumption: a- 
mong other Things, Victuals were exciled, and a 
Daty of Exciſe was laid on Beer, Ale, Cyder and 


Ferry, to be paid, not only by the firſt Buyer, but 


by the Houſe-keeper for what he brewed or made 
in his own Houſe and ſpent in his Family. This 
Exciſe produced the Confuſioi which might well 
have been expected. A Committee was appointed 
torenquire into the Ohruſliont which the Commil- 
Goners met with: but, it ſcems, theſe Obſtructions 
continued, and in the Year 1646 another Committee 
was appointed to remove them, and ts prepare 
Inſtructions. The Parliament was very gracious, 
ſor the ſame Committee was ordered to prepare 


the Reaſons for the firſt laying of the Eucile and 


che Neceſſity af continuing it; and to reſtrain the 
arbitrary Power of the Sub-commiſſioners.” But 


All this was not ſufficient : it t-xnightt fefien, but-did 
| \UNEB2? 2 e not 
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not remove the. Evil. Ar laſt the public Uncaines- 


the Exciſe- Office, which then ſtood. in Aksel, 
was burnt down in a Riot. The Parliament, how 
ever, perſiſted, and the People ſtruggled, In Au- 
guſt 1649 another Method was propoſed for charging 
Private Families ; they were to be rated, in Propor ---. 
tion to their ſuppoſcd Conſumption, by Aſſeſſors 
_ who were to be. appointed by.the Juſtices of the hy 
Peace. This Method, it was thought, would do 
mighty well: but a fem Months Experience ſnewed 
thi this Method alſo was faulty; it was changed 
and another ſubſtituted. Still Exciſe on Home- 
conſumption was inf#lerable;. and, at laſt, the Par- 
lament gave up the Point, and: 12th December, 165 l. 
- reſolved, That no Beer or Ale be exciſeable but 
ſuch as is brewed by Common Brewers, or elle _ 
| brewed to be fold. by Vintners. and others brewing 
in their own Houſes, and ſelling again by Retail or 
otherwiſe, On the. 17th this Vote was ordered ta 
be printed and publiſhed, I do'nt ſee that any Al- 
— teration was at that Time made in the Exciſe on 
Cyder and Perry; the Exciſe on Victuals was, I 
think, taken off ſome Time before. Some obnoxi- 
ous Articles. were certainly remaining; for, 2th 
September, 1660, while the Remnants ot this Exciſe 
{till exiſted, Col. Birch reports the Obſtruttions;and 
a Reſolution was taken in Parliament for anforang 
lis Collection. But in November following the Le- 
giflature, after ſeventeen Years Experience, paſſed 
that which is the firſt Law of Exciſe no ſtanding 
in our Statute-Book, being the firſt that was eſta- 
bliſhed by due Authority, by which the Exciſe was 


made no longer to lie on private Conſumption, but was 
cents to the Trader. 


But it has been ſaid that our Objections co this 
TE PIE from feos hams an extra- 
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vagant Deſire ts! 0d Fault. That there! is b 
nete i the Principles on which this Exciſe is eſta- 
bliſhed, that every Maker of his own Malt, and 
every Planter of Hops is exciſed, and that Cyder 


and Perry, being the Manufadtare and not the Pro- 


duce; may as wall be exciſed as Malr, Leather, 
Candles, and the like; and, laſtly, that this is #0 
Extenſion, becauſe, as long as there has been an 
Exciſe on Beer And Ale, ſo long alſo has there 
been one on Cyder and Perry.” Hay 

As to the Imputation of Faction, it has been che 
common Policy of all Adminiſtrations to impute 
Faction to oſs who- dared to End Fault with any 
of their Meatures. © I did not, indeed, expect to 
hear it on the Part of the preſent Miniſters, who 


may well remember, when even their Oppoſition to 


Miniſterial Meaſures was ſtiled faltious, and What 
they called Liberty was by Men in Power called 
Licentiouſneſs. I thall enter no further into that 
Argument but ſay, that I intend this as a diſpaſ- 
ſionate Addreſs. Totally unconnected as 1455 I 
ſtrive not to promote or to injure any Faction; my 
only Deſire is, by a fair and free Repreſentation of 
the Caſe, to recommend my Conſtituents and their 
Fellow-Sufferers ts your Protection. | 

The Maker of his own Malt is exciſed, and ſo 
is the Maker of his own Candles; but this is vo- 
luntary, no Man need be either the one or the other. 
There are Traders who can ſupply him, and they 
were eſtabliſhed before Exciſe took Place. If a Man 
will undertake more than is neceſſary, and, in order 
to ſave or gain the Profits of the Middle-man, take 
upon himſelf the proper Buſineſs of the Trader, let 
him, with the Prefi/s of that Buſineſs, ' have alſo its 
Burdins. But is this the Caſe of the Maker of 
Cyder-and Perry? If he does nat make his Fruit 
"ui Drink, it will rot and ſtink on the Ground, — 
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vill become a Nuſance, it will deſtroy the Oup 
that eat it. Beſides, there is no ſuch Trade as a 
Cyder-maker : ſurely it is not the Intention of this - 

Law to. eſtabliſh one, a Middle-many between the 

= Farmers Drink and the Fruit it is made of! The + 

Fruit will not bear Carriage, it will be bruiſed in 
the Waggon, the Juice will run out as it travels, 
Carriage and Re-carriage will coſt more than the 
Value of the Drink. Thus the Farmer is under 
' a Neceſſity of grinding his Fruit and manufactur- 
ing it, as the Learned call it. Cyder and Perry a 
Manufacture! ſo is Butter and Cheeſe; ſo is Whey 
and Butter-milk. See where we are led by hart 
Principle upon which this Tax is founded! 
For Exciſe, they ſay, may be laid on the Pro- 
| duce of Land, when once manufactured, without 
any Reſpect to the Impropriety of laying it on am 
particular Deſcription of Men. If ſo, what Part of 
the Produce of Land will be exempted ? ? for what 
Part of it does not yo through ſome Degree of Ma- 
nufacture? 1s not Butter and Cheeſe a Manufac- 
ture? is not Hay a Manufacture is not threſhed 
Corn another? Graſs and Corn in the Straw we 
| know-are the Produce of Land; Milk may, with 
ſome Latitude of Expreſiion, be called its Produce ; ; 
but it is Manufa#ure which makes Hay out of the 
one, produces Corn fit for Uſe from the other, and 
Butter and Cheeſe from the third. If a Farmer go 
beyond his proper Sphere, and take upon himſelf 
the Buſineſs of a Trader, if he work up his own Hides 
into Leather, his own Suet into Candles, and his 
Barley into Malt, it is his Option, h&is under no 
Neceſſity of doing it; there are the Tanner, the 

_- Currier, the bee e and the Maltſter, 

eſtabliſnied Tradeſmen, who can ſupply him. If 

he run into their * let Be take the 1 * 
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'of it, the Burdens as well as the Profits. But if he 
manufacture his own Produce no further than Ne- 
"ceſſity requires, let not the Learned confound us, nor 
the great Man miſlead us: ſuch a Manufacture in 
the Hands of the Farmer ought not to be exciſed, 
"becauſe he cannot tonform, ion becauſe he is a Ma- 


nufacturer, not by Choice but by Neceſſity. Nor 


would it be': any national Advantage that yew Trades 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed, in Order to collect from them 
new Objefs of Exciſe. It would, indeed, be a moſt 
rievous Abſurdity in Oeconomy, as well as in 
Politics, to ſend Tons of Milk and Waggon-loads 
of Apples, travelling many Miles, through all Sorts 
of Reads and all Sorts of Weather, to be made fit for 
De by the neto- invented Traders, the Older maker, 
"the Butter-mater, and the Cheeſe-maker. 
But Hops are exciſed : and the Planter pays the 
Duty, and ſabmits to the Viſitation and Penalties 
of 75 Exciſe-Law. He does ſa, but how ?' not with 
' thoſe Clogs and Difficulties which are impoſed on 
1. He is under Viſitation and Search about tws 
Months out of the twelve, and then his Hops are 
bagged, marked, and | weighed, and the Duty 
charged, and chere ends his Trouble; and fix Months 
Credit is given for the Duty. Here is no unintel- 
 ligible Certificate required, no Notice on Removal, 
.no Forfeiture, for Removal without a Certificate; 
here is no conſtant Viſitation and Search harraſſin 
and oppreſſing the Farmer, from one End of the Year 
to the other, till he ſubmit to redeem it by entering 
into an unequal Compoſition, Yet-thoſe who live 
in the Hop- Countries will tell you, that ) and 
Plain as the few Things are which Hop- Planters 
are to do, when compared with the 3 | 
Proviſions of this At, they are above the Abilities 
90 the n who often incur the Penalties from 
mere 
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mere Ignorance. But fee the dangerous Tnfluenze 
and Operation of this Argument. The Exciſe upo1 
Hops 1 is brought as a Precedent, Hops are excied 
in the Hands of the Farmer, why therefore ſhoul 
not any other Produce of Land be exciſed alſo in 
the Hands of the Farmer? The ſame Breath goes 
on, and aſks, with much Conſiſtency, but little Pru- 
dence, ** If one Part of the Kingdom be exciſed, 
* why not the other?” Hops are exciſed the 
Queſtioa whether rightly fo or not; whether the 
Planter can or cannot comply; whether the Proviſions 
of that Law, eaſy as they are in Compariſon to this, 
do not bring the Planter of Hops frequently into 
Diſftreſſes and Difficulties through his Toncrance only z 
whether it is not an Offence againſt the Spirit of 
our free Conſtitution to ſubject the Planter of Hops 
to —_ by the Officers, to arbitrary Determinations, 
and to Trials without Furies: all this is paſſed over, 
and the Precedent only relied on; and the Inference 
drawn is, that ſince the Farmer is exciſed in one In- 
ftance, let him be exciſed in another. It behoves 
ou to confider how much more powerfully wo 
Precedents will operate than one, and to guard 
ainſt being told, that ſince not only the Grower 
of Hops, but the Maler of Cyder and Perry pay 
Exciſe for the Produce of their Farms, it is realon. 
able that every Farmer ſhall pay Excile for every 
Produce of Land; for if Tg Parts of the 
© Kingdom be exciſed, why not the reſt?“ 
But this, ſay they, is no Extenſion of the Ex- 
ciſe-Laws, becauſe there has been more than one 
Hundred Years-paſt an Exciſe on Cyder and Perry, 
as well as upon Beer and Ale. Is his their Political 
Afithmetick? Let me aſk you, when the Exciſe ſhall 
be introduced into your private Brew-houſes, will 


v be egen with being told, Pray be eaſy, 
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& this. is no Extenſion of the Exciſe-Laws; the 
te Brewers have been exciſed ever ſince the Year 
„ 1643?” Will you compute that gry from 
the Number of Commodities made excileÞÞle, or 
from the Number of. Perſons reduced under that 
Law)? Is it from a Tenderneſs to Beer, Ale, Cyder, 

and Perry, or is it not rather from a juſt, and tender 
Regard to the Liberly of the Sujet, and to the Peace 
and Security due to every Man in his own Dwelling, 
that, from the making of the t Experiment till 
this Act paſſed, the Exciſe on all thoſe Liquors 
was confined to the Dealers and Retailers ? If this 
15 no Extenſion, neither will it be any, when, in 
ſome future Seſſion, the Exciſe ſhall be let looſe 
upon your private Brew-houſes ; and, by Virtue of 
the Law of the laſt Seſſion and one more, almoſt 
every Family in the Kingdom become ſubject to the 
Laws of Exciſe. 

- Conſider one more Inſtance of Inequality and 
Injuſtice introduced by this Law, which it was 
pretended was to render all Things equal and uſt. 
Till this Year Hops were the only Produce of 
Land exciſed in the Hands of the Grower. The 
- uncertain Produce of Hops, and the great Fluctu- 
ation in their Price, gave to the raiſing of them, 
"and. to the dealing in them, an Air of Gaming that 
| was catching even among Farmers, The Landlord 
therefore found his' Hop-Ground no Diſadvantage : 
Tenants were willing to late, and the Spirit of 
Gaming induced them ro continue, though fre- 
quent Sufferers under the Severities of the Exciſe- 
Law. But this is not our Ca/e; the principal Ad- 
vantage our Fruit-Trees gave us, was ſome ordi- 
nary Drink for the Uſe of the Family. This was no 
bad Thing. Our Fathers and our Grand- fathers 
thought it worth procuring at a great Expence, 
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a Planting and Re-planting, Fencing, - Grafting, 


Pruning. But now, what will a Farmer ſay? here 


are Fruit-Trees, I ſee the Marks of Exciſe upon 
this Farm: No, my Stock is my own, and I can 


r-move it where | pleaſe, and as long as there is a 
Farm in England unexciſed, your four Drink and 
your Waſhings ſhall never tempt me to ſettle with 
ou. n | 
This Calamity is ours; but there is another 
which is common zo you ail. Confider fairly and 


attentively the Impracticability of this Law, and 


the many Occaſions in which Men of all Ranks, 
but particularly thoſe of the lower Sort, muſt 
offend unintentionally and through mere Igno- 
rance. Conſider the ſevere Penalties and the vex- 
atious Modes of Proſecution. Conſider even the 
Powers of Mitigation, and the Means they give to 
the Tools of Government to ſhew Partiality, to 


be kind and indulgent to thoſe who will be de- 


pendent as themſelves, and to put in full Force all 
the Severities of Law againſt the honeſt and inde- 
dependent. Conſider further the critical Time, the 
Time of Election, and almoſt every Freeholder in 
the County at the Mercy of the Exciſe-Office. 
Conſider theſe Things and remember, that your 
Liberties and your Properties, and every Thing that 
you hold moſt dear, depend, in great Degree, up- 
on the Freedom of our Elections. It is a tempting. 


Thing to Adminiſtration to know that they have 


the Power if they have a Mind to uſe it. God for- 
bid that you ſhould fell your Birth-righe for a 
Meſs of Pottage; and that the little Conſideration 
of eſcaping a Part of this Year's Taxes ſhould 
induce you to acquieſce in the Execution of a 
Plan, which neceſſarily ſubjects ws and cur future 
Eladtions to the Influence of the Crewn. | 
| To 
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To fake away the Freedom of a Pari, is giving 
the moſt dangerous Stroke to the Freedom of the 
toolz. Men who are once habituated to Slavery 
become not only ant for Freedom but ave;/e to 
it, and the proper Inſtruments for fixing Slavery on 

| others. A-quielcing in eit own Chains, they are 
3 unwilling to fee their Neighbours without them. 
Deprived of Trial by Juries and of that Peace 
and Security which every Man expects in his own 
Dwelling, involved in the Intricacies of an im- 
practicable Law and incurring Penalties for in- 
voluntary Offences, ſubjected to the inſolent Search 
6f Officers and to the arbitrary Determination 
of the Creatures of the Crown, it may well be ex- 
pected, that, in ſome future Day, we ſhall ſhew 
that we are but Men, and poſſeſſed of no Share 
of Virtue beyond what falls, in general, to the 
Lot of Mankind. In ſuch a Situation it may 
become a Conſolation to us to ſee our Fellow-Sub. 
zects deprived of thoſe Benefits which ave enjoy nw 
langer, and reduced under the ſame Hardlhips, all 13 
: Diſtinctions taken away, and one general Equality 
eſtabliſhed over all Perſons in Reſpect to Liberty 
& well as in Reſpect to Taxes. | 
If you are intereſted in preſerving our Freedom 
und the Freedom of our Elections, in maintaining 
and encouraging in us thoſe free and manly Sen- 
timents which we ſhall entertain while we continut "= 
Free but no longer, and in defending your own = 
Brew houſes, your own Conſumption, and the Pro- 
Hguce of your Land from the Viſitation of Exciſe, 
you muſt look with Attention and Reſolution up- 
bn the danzeroas Precedent now. before you, and 
upon the neceſſary Conſequences of thoſe Principles 
which are now eftabliſhed, You muſt remember 
tha: it bas been ſaid by theſe in Authority, ** If one 
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« Part of the Kingdom be exciſed, why not the 


* other ?” Look then to our Caſe, ſee the receſjary 
Proviſions where Exciſe is laid on the Prodice of 
Land and on Articles of Home-Conſumption.. Judge 
for yourſelves how praficable are thoſe Proviſigns. 


See the Penalties and fee how they are to be reco- 


vered. See the Dependency we are reduced to, and 
the /laviſh- Notions to which we ſhall be too ſogg 
accuſtomed, - Guard againſt that Day, which is 
not diſtant : look to, your own Security, the future 
Freedom of your own Elections, and the Preſerva- 
tion of thoſe noble Sentiments of Freedom which 


diſtinguiſh 'yow from the reſt of Mankind; and 


inſtruct your Repreſentatives to nip the Precedins 3 is 
its bud, to check its Growth, and to protect our 
Hauſes, ' yourſelves, your Families, and your Poſterizy 
from the Operation and Influence of Principles, 
ſo much the more dangerous, as they divide ws 
for the preſent, by ſtriking only at a Part, but 
are, in their Nature, aniverſal, and muſt neceſſarily 
end in one general and imprafiicable ache over every 
Family in the Kingdom. 
I cannot — this Addreſs withaue maki 
ſame Extracts from Dr. . excellent E- 
dition of the Great Charter 
I ſhall ſele& only two Chapters; one of them Fram 


King John's Magna Charta in the ſeventeenth Year 5 


of his Reign, and the other from the Magna Char- 
ta of Henry the Third-in the ninth Year of hig 
Reign, They will point out but too plainly how 
the Laws of Rxciſe —. in upon the autient Con- 


Aituſiam of this Kingdom, and, particularly, upon 


thoſe ſolemn Confirmations of our Liberties, © 
Theſe Charters were obtained by the 4ncommay 
- Reſolution of che Barons, repeatealy confirmgd by 


ftreſh cm that Purpoſe, moo Jarred by ts 
dolemg 


o avoid Repetitigg _ 
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ſolemn Excommunication denounced againſt all 
Tranigreſſors, ſecured by uncommon, and, I may 
ſay, unconſtitutional Powers, veſted in twenty-five 


Barons by King John's Charter, and in three 


Knights or principal Freeholders to be choſen out 
of each County by the Articuli ſuper Chartas of 
Edward the Firſt ; and, laſtly, as Sir Edward Coke 


- obſerves, Mabliſhed, confirmed, and commanded 


to be put in Execution, by no Icſs than hirty-rwo 


ſeveral Ads of Parliament. 


Liber Homo non amercietur pro parvo de- 


© magno delicto amercietur, ſecundum magnitu- 
& dinem delicti ſalvo contenemento ſuo et mer- 
* cator eodem modo ſalva Mercandiſa ſua et 
e yillanus eodem modo ſalvo wainnagio ſuo fi 
& inciderint in miſericordiam noſtram et nulla pre- 
* diftarum miſericordiarum ponatur niſi per Sa- 
te cramentum proborum Hominum de viſneto.“ 


Magna Charta R. Jolannis, c. 20. 


« Nultus Liber Homo capiatur vel impriſone- 


tur vel diſſaiſietur de libero Tenemento ſuo vel 


« Libertatibus vel Liberis conſuetudinibus ſuis, aut 


e utlagetur aut exuletur aut aliquo alio modo 
deſtruatur nec ſuper eum ibimus nec ſuper 


* . « 


% eum mittemus niſi per Legale Nn parium 


ec ſuorum vel per Legem Terre. 


Magna Charta R. Henrici 3» c. 35. 


A very fine Piece of Poetry is ſo applicable to 
the preſent Purpoſe, and, particularly, to theſe 
Quotations, that I cannot help adding it. Indeed 
it ſeems as if Mr. Addiſon had been juſt reading 
theſe, and ſome other Parts of Magna Charla, 
5 when he 9 the following Lines: 
. * Remember, 


* licto niſi ſecundum modum delicti et pro 


. 2 
Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
* The glorious Plan of Power delivered down, 
From Age to Age, by your renown'd Forefathers, 
So dearly bought, the Price of ſo much Blood: 
O let it never periſh in your Hands! 


But pioully tranſmit it to your Children. 


Let me now ſubſcribe myſelf, 


with great Truth and Eſteem, 
your faithful Friend 


A RePRESENTATIYE of 2 


' CYDER COUNTY. 


P. S. Whilſt I was writing the above, I ſaw in 
the printed News- Papers the Inſ.ruftions of the 
High-Sheriff and Grand-Jury of the County of 
Norfolk to their Repreſentatives in Parliament : 
» which are, That, upon any Application made 
«© by us for the Repeal of ſo much of the late Act 
« as relates to the Duties, and not to the Mode 
» *< of Collection only, they, (their Repreſenta - 
tives) ſhall lay before the Houſe the true State 
* and unequal Burthen of the Taxes now charged 
8 * on Malt and Beer, and procure ſuch Relief as 
ſhall be reaſonable and equitable.” As I have 
great Reſpect for the High- Sheriff and Grand- Jury 
of every County, I ſhould be very forry to miſ- 
pbk re Dougal or to impute any Thing to them 
which the not mean,, Bur I think it very 
clear, that they complain of /ome Inequality they 
lie under. Now I cannot ſuppoſe that they mean 


* 


that the Taxes on Malt and Beer ſhould be taken 


H off : 
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: the Publie, 1 * is not in à Situation to 
. ſo large a Revenue; if it were, we ſhould be 
very ready to join them in ſuch Application. The 
Account laid before the Houſe of Commons ſhews, 
that we are pretty much intereſted in the Malt- Tax, 
and pay a conſiderable Proportion of it. Neither can 
I ſuppoſe that they mean to complain of the Beer- 
Tax, * the Inhabitants of great Towns, who 
muſt buy of the Brewer, are compared with thoſe 
who live in the Country, and can brew their own 
Drink. The only Remedy for This is an Exciſe on 
private Brew-houſes; and there we ſhould totally 


differ from them. But I do 3. that they mean 


to tell their Repreſentatives, that the Continuance 
of the late Tax on Cyder and Perry is neceſſary 
far the Z/abliſhment of an Equality in all Sorts of 
Beverage, and ought to be adhered to, but that 
the Mode of Collection may be altered. Thus far 
we thank them, for we collect an Evidence from 
it, that even in the Breaſts of thoſe who wiſh to 
6+ the Duty upon us, there ariſes an inſuperable Ob- 


 jefion to the Mode of Collection. Now take away that 


Mode, and I have the greateſt Authority for ſay- 
ing, that zo Dry can be collected from the Maker, 
For here is the great Objection, the Duty is laid 
on the Mader; and two intolerable Evils zeceſſarily 


Follow from it. Firſt, it muft be collected by Ex- 


ciſe, it can be collected by 70 ether Mode: the Ex- 
ciſe, though the moſt grievous Part of the law, is 
but the neceſſary Conſegnence of the firſt Propoſition 
that the Duty ſhall be laid on the Maker. The 
High-Sheriff and Grand- Jury ſeem ſenſible of the + 
Reality of this Evil. Secondly, it muſt become 
an unegual Tax, the good and the bad myſt pay the 
ſame Duty. The ordinary Sorts, the mixt Drink, 


the Waſhings, what turns four and is given to the 


Pigs 


$S 
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Pigs myſt pay the Duty: and that Duty muſs be 
bigh, or it will not anſwer the Expence of collect- 
ing. If therefore the High- Sheriff and Grand- 
Jury mean the Continuance of theſe Duties, it will 
ehove their Repreſentatives to ſhew the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of this miſerable Stuff paying a Duty equal 
to Malt Liquor brewed after the Rate of five 
Buſhels of Malt to the Hogſhead. And after 
they ſhall have evinced the Truth of this Propo- 
ſition, they will do a very agreeable Thing to their 
Conſtituents, and a mighty kind Thing by us, if 
they will ſhew how any Duty impoſed upon the 
Maker can be collected, but by the Laws of Exciſe. 


- 


ADVERTISEMENT from the PRINTER. 


1 T appears, not only from the Date of this 
Addreſs, but from ſeveral other Parts of it, 
that it was intended by the Author for the public 
Peruſal long ago; but unavoidable Acedents put 
it out of the power of the Printer to give it that 
Diſpatch which the Author intended. 


